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Prop.  III.  This  union  of 
the  divine  nature  with  the 
human  took  place  in  the  person 
of  Jesus  of  Nazareth. 

Common  sense  always  taught 
mankind  to  compare  descrip- 
tions with  things,  or  persons; 
and  when  a thing  agrees  with  a 
description,  they  conclude  that 
this,  and  no  other,  is  the  subject 
of  the  description.  If  a person, 
for  instance,  seeing  the  features 
of  a very  beautiful  face  repre- 
sented in  a portrait,  should 
afterwards  happen  to  discover 
these  same  features  in  the  living 
original,  we  should  think  it 
very  unaccountable  in  him  to 
affirm,  that;  the  portrait  he  saw, 
was  not  intended  to  represent 
that  person,  but  some  one  else, 
he  knows  not  whom.  But  this 
absurdity,  all  those  are  guilty 
of,  who  deny  to  Jesus  of 
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Nazareth  the  scriptural  cha- 
racter of  Messiah. 

After  what  has  been  said  on 
the  second  proposition,  it  is 
plain,  that  to  prove  that  J esus  of 
Nazareth  is  the  true  Messiah, 
is  the  same  as  to  prove  that  he 
is  a divine  person  ; for  Messiah 
was  predicted  to  be  a divine 
person.  But  before  we  pro- 
ceed, it  is  necessary  to  say 
something  concerning  the  writ- 
ings of  the  New  Testament. 

The  history  of  the  birth,  life, 
death,  and  resurrection  of 
Jesus,  is  contained  in  the  Chris- 
tian scriptures  called  the  New 
Testament.  But  the  credibility 
of  these  writings  is  questioned 
by  the  Jews.  Not  that  their 
disbelief  in  this  respect  is  found- 
ed upon  any  better  grounds, 
than  their  disbelief  of  the  di- 
vine character  of  the  promised 
Messiah ; but  because  they 
think  the  New  Testament  can- 
not be  true,  as  it  contradicts 
the  whole  swarm  of  their  rab- 
binical traditions.  But  they 
seem  little  aware  that  the  cre- 
dibility of  the  Christian  scrip- 
tures stands  and  falls  with  that 
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of  tlieir  own.  If  the  books  of 
Moses  are  not  doubted  to  have 
been  written  by  him,  because 
we  have  undoubted  testimony 
of  their  antiquity;  the  New 
Testament  may  be  demonstrat- 
ed by  an  unexampled  series  of 
witnesses,  to  belong  to  that 
period  in  which  it  pretends  to 
have  been  written.  If  the 
books  of  Moses  carry  an  inter- 
nal evidence  of  their  divinity, 
so  does  the  New  Testament,  by 
revealing  such  things  as  man’s 
wit  and  ingenuity  could  never 
have  invented,  because  they 
never  could  have  entered  the 
mind  of  man.  If  Moses  evinc- 
ed his  sincerity  and  divine 
mission  by  miracles,  so  did  the 
writers  of  the  New  Testament, 
as  may  be  proved  from  the  tes- 
timony of  friends  and  enemies. 
So  that,  for  a J ew  to  deny  the 
genuineness  and  divinity  of  the 
New  Testament,  is,  in  fact, 
to  undermine  the  foundations 
upon  which  rests  the  credibility 
of  his  own  scriptures,  and 
consequently  his  own  religion. 

Now  to  proceed. — The  very 
pretensions  of  Jesus  of  Naza- 
reth carry  in  them  something 
so  extraordinary,  so  awful,  so 
sublime,  that  they  deserve  our 
undivided  attention.  They  are 
either  true  or  false.  If  they 
are  false,  their  distance  from 
the  truth  is  so  immensely  vast, 
that  there  can  be  nothing  easier 
than  to  detect  so  glaring  a false- 
hood ; if  they  are  true,  there  is 
no  human  being  upon  earth 
which  is  not  highly  concerned 
in  them.  Here  is  no  middle- 
way ; Jesus  either  was  what  he 
pretended  to  be,  the  Son  of 


God,  or  he  was  the  most  per- 
nicious impostor  that  ever 
lived.  But  is  his  calm,  meek 
and  lovely  behaviour,  is  his 
open  and  severe  treatment  of 
hypocrites,  are  his  great  and 
numerous  miracles,  at  all  com- 
patible and  reconcileable  with 
the  latter  assumption  ? A man 
may  appear  under  the  garb  of 
sanctity,  and  yet  be  a rotten 
hypocrite  at  bottom  ; he  may 
deliver  excellent  moral  truths, 
and  rules  of  life ; and  still  be 
himself  a wolf  clothed  in 
sheep’s  skin ; but  to  expose 
himself  to  the  scrutiny  of  his 
enemies,  to  provoke  their  ani- 
mosity by  reproving  their 
errors — is  what  is  absolutely 
beyond  the  capacity  of  the 
most  refined  impostor.  But 
Jesus  did  so ; he  spake  openly 
to  the  world ; he  ever  taught 
in  the  synagogue  and  in  the 
temple,  whither  the  Jews  al- 
ways resorted ; and  he  said 
nothing  in  secret,  which  he  did 
not  likewise  profess  in  public. 
But  secrecy  and  privacy  is  the 
very  soul  of  fraud  and  imposi- 
tion. Jesus  then  was  no  im- 
postor ; and  if  he  was  not  that, 
the  first  assumption  is  true  ; he 
was  the  Messiah,  and,  by  ne- 
cessary consequence,  the  Son 
of  God,  God  himself. 

If  we  trace  the  history  of 
Christ  from  his  birth,  to  the 
cross  on  which  he  died,  we 
shall  see,  with  admiration,  how 
a whole  series  of  prophecies 
received  successively  their 
exact  fulfilment,  in  the  various 
circumstances,  events,  and  facts 
that  attended  his  life  and  death. 
We  shall  see,  I say,  that  all 
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flic  prophecies  which  relate  to 
Messiah  'personally , concen- 
trate in  the  person  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth,  and  can  concentrate 
in  none  besides.  I shall  exem- 
plify this,  by  comparing  some 
of  the  circumstances  of  the  life 
of  Christ  with  their  correspond- 
ing prophecies. 

1.  A me&senger  went  before  him 
to  prepare  his  way. — Prophecy,  Is. 
xl.  3;  Mat.  iii.  1;  and  iv.  5. — Event, 
Matt.  wi.  I — 3 ; Mark  i.  I — 6;  Luke 
iii.  1 — 6;  John  i.  15,  &c. 

2.  Christ  appeared  at  the  period 
predicted;,  so  that  all  expectation 
of  a Messiah  to  come  is  vain  and  un- 
scriptural. — Prophecy,  Gen. xlix.  10; 
Daniel  ix.  24;  Haggai  ii.  7 — 0; 
and  Mai.  iii.  1.  These  passages 
limit  the  coming  of  Messiah,  to  a 
period  preceding  the  expiration  of 
four  hundred  and  ninety  years,,  reck- 
oning from  the  edict  of  Artaxerxes, 
Ezra  vii;  preceding  the  total  disso- 
lution of  the  Jewish  constitution ; 
and  preceding  the  destruction  of  the 
second  temple.  s-Event,  Jesus  Christ 
lived  when  Herod,  a Jew,  was  king 
of  Judea;  he  entered  the  second 
temple;  and  expired  exactly  at  the 
expiration  of  the  seventy  prophetical 
weeks,  as  appears  from  the  most  au- 
thentic chronological  accounts  ex- 
tant. 

3.  Christ  was  born  of  a pure  vir- 
gin.— Prophecy,  Gen.  iii.  15  ; Isaiah 
vii.  14;  Jer.  xxxi.  22.*— Event, 
Matt.  i.  18,  &c.  Luke  i.  27,  &c. 

4.  Christ  was  born  of  the  seed  of 
Abraham;  of  the  tribe  of  Judah; 
of  the  lineage  of  David ; of  the 
family  of  Zerubbabel. — Prophecy, 
Gen.  xii<  3 ; Ibid.  xxvi.  4;  Gen. 
xlix.  10;  2 Sam.  vii.  12,  &c.  Ps. 
lxxx.  29;  Ibid,  cxxxii.  11;  Haggai 
ii.  23. — Event,  Matt.,  i.  1 — 12; 
Luke  iii.  27,  31,  33,  34. 

5.  Bethlehem,  David’s  city,  was 


* See  R.  Moses  Hadarshan,  Gen.  xii. 
where  he  applies  this  passage  to  Mes- 
siah. 


the  place  of  Christ’s  nativity. — Pro- 
phecy, Micah  v.  2.— Event,  Matt, 
ii.  1 ; Luke  ii.  1 — 6. 

6.  A star  attended  his  birth. — 
Prophecy,  Numbers  xxiv.  17. — 
Event,  Matt.  ii.  2. 

7.  Wise  men  of  Sheba  and  Seba 
came  and  offered  him  gifts. — Pro- 
phecy, Psalm  lxxii.  10.— Event, 
Matt.  ii.  1. 

8.  Galilee  was  the  principal  place 
of  his  ministry.— Prophecy,  Is.  ix. 
1,  2. — Event,  Matt.  iv.  12;  Mark 
i.  14  ; Luke  iv.  14 — 31. 

9.  Christ  opened  the  eyes  of  the 
blind  ; unstopped  the  ears  of  the 
deaf;  made  the  dumb  to  speak;  the 
lame  to  walk ; cleansed  the  lepers; 
&c.  &c. — Prophecy,  Isa.  xxix.  18; 
xxxii.  3,  4;  xlii.  7 ; xxxv.  5,  6. — 
Event,  Matt.  ix.  27,  &c.  xi.  5 ; 
xii.  22;  xx.  30,  &c.  xxi.  14;  John 
ix.  6,  7. 

10.  Christ  judged  not  after  the 
sight  of  his  eyes. — Prophecy,  Is. 
xi.  3;  collate  1 Sam.  xvi.  7. — Event, 
Matt.  xvi.  8 ; Mark  ii.  8 ; Luke 
5,  22  ; Matt.  ix.  4 ; xii.  24, 

11.  Christ  sharply  censured  the 
wicked. — Prophecy,  Is.  xi.  4. — Event, 
Matt.  xxiii.  Luke  xi.  52. 

12.  Christ  was  meek  and  lowly,. — 
Prophecy.,  Is.  xlii.  3 ; Zech.  ix,  9.— 
Event,  Matt.  xi.  29;  John  viii.  1,  &c. 

1 3.  Christ  was  that  prophet  whom 
the  people  were  to  hearvand  obey  on 
the  peril  of  their  souk. — Prophecy, 
Deut,  xviii.  15,  18,  19. — Event,  John 

i.  45  ; Matt.  xvii.  5.  “ Hear  ye  him.'' 

14.  Christ  entered  Jerusalem  in  the 
meek  and  humble  way  predicted. — 
Prophecy,  Zech.  ix.  9. — Event,  Matt, 
xxi.  1,  &c. 

15.  Christ  shewed  himself  zealous 
for  the  glory  of  God. — Prophecy, 
Ps.  lxix.  9.— Event,  Matt.  xxi.  12; 
Mark  xi.  15;  Luke  xix.  45;  John 

ii.  14,  &c. 

16.  Christ  was  rejected  by  the 
rulers  and  Pharisees. — Prophecy,  Ps. 
cxviii.  22:  Is.  liii.  3;  Ps.  ii.  2. — 
Event,  Matt.  xxvi.  3,  4;  Mark  xiv.  1 ; 
Luke  xxii.  2;  John  xi.  47. 

17.  He  dealt  prudently. — 'Prophe- 
cy, Is.  Iii.  13. — Event,  Matt.  xxii. 
21  v29 — 33 ; xxi.  23 — 25;  John  viii.  7.. 
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Let  us  now  review  his  suf- 
ferings, and  death,  and  see  what 
prophecies  were  fulfilled  by 
them. 

18.  Christ  was  betrayed  by  his 
friend. — Prophecy,  Ps.  xli.9;  Iv.  J2 
— 14,  20. — Event,  Matt.  xxvi.  14; 
Mark  xiv.  10  ; Luke  xxii.  3. 

19.  The  price  for  which  he  was  be- 
trayed was  thirty  pieces  of  silver,  for 
which  a potter’s  field  was  purchas- 
ed.— Prophecy,  Zech.  xi.  12,  13. — 
Event,  Matt.  xxvi.  15  ; xxvii.  7,  8. 

20.  His  disciples  forsook  him  at 
his  apprehension. — Prophecy,  Zech. 
xiii.  7. — Event,  Matt.  xvi.  56. 

21.  Christ  gave  his  back  to  the 
smiters:  and  hid  not  his  face  from 
spiiting. — Prophecy,  Is.  1.  6. — Event, 
Matt.  xxvi.  67 ; xxvii  30 : John 
xviii.  22. 

22.  Christ  bore  his  sufferings  with 
patience  and  meekness  ; when  reviled 
he  reviled  not  again. — Prophecy,  Is. 
liii.  7. — Event,  Matt.  xxvi.  63  ; Ibid, 
xxvii.  12 — 14;  Mark  xiv.  61. 

23.  They  pierced  his  hands  and 
his  feet  in  nailing  him  to  the  cross. — 
Prophecy,  Ps.  xxii.  16. — Event, 
Matt,  xxvii.  35;  Mark  xv.  25. 

24.  They  cast  lots  upon  his  gar- 
ments.— Prophecy,  Ps.  xxii.  18. — 
Event,  Luke  xxiii.  34;  John 
xix.  24. 

25.  In  his  thirst  they  gave  him  to 
drink  vinegar  mingled  with  gall. — 
Prophecy,  Ps.  Ixix.  21. — Event, 
Matt,  xxvii.  34 — 48  ; Mark  xv.  23  ; 
John  xix.  29. 

26.  He  was  crucified  between  two 
thieves. — Prophecy,  Is.  liii.  12. — 
Event,  Mark  xv.  28;  Luke  xxxii.  32. 

27.  His  enemies,  in  mocking  him, 
used  unknowingly  the  very  words  of 
the  prophet,  Matt,  xxvii.  43  ; Ps. 
xxii.  8. 

28.  Christ,  in  the  extremity  of  his 
sufferings,  used  likewise  the  words  of 
the  prophet,  Matt,  xxvii.  46.  Ps. 
xxii.  1. 

29.  Christ  was  buried  in  the  man- 
ner foretold,  Matt,  xxvii.  57,  &c. 
Is.  liii.  9. 

I might  carry  this  enumera- 


tion to  a much  greater  length  ; 
but  1 hope  the  instances  adduce 
ed  will  suffice  to  prove  the 
identity  of  Jesus%s  person  and 
that  of  Messiah.  I have  con- 
fined myself  to  such  prophecies 
as  have  a relation  to  Messiah  as 
a person , for  those  prophecies 
which  speak  of  the  offices  of 
Messiah,  as  of  a Prophet, 
Priest,  Sacrifice,  King,  Savi- 
our, Shepherd,  Refiner,  Inter- 
cessor, J udge,  stand  all  in  sub- 
ordination to  the  former  class. 
If  Jesus  of  Nazareth  be  the 
Messiah,  (and  we  have  proved 
that  lie  is,)  then  he  discharges 
all  these  offices ; and  he  who 
allows  the  one  cannot  deny  the 
other,  without  separating  what 
God  has  joined. 

Christ  taught  as  never  man 
taught,  with  authority  and  not 
as  the  scribes  ; and  he  continues 
to  teach  as  never  man  can 
teach,  by  imparting  his  Spirit 
to  his  disciples. 

He  offered  up  himself  as  a 
spotless  sacrifice  for  the  sins  of 
the  whole  world  ; and  in  conse- 
quence of  this  sacrifice,  those 
who  receive  Christ  in  this  cha- 
racter have  all  their  sins  for- 
given. 

Christ  rules  as  a king,  in  and 
over  his  believing  people. 

He  saves  them  from  the  guilt 
and  dominion  of  sin  ; from  the 
temptations  of  Satan ; and 
from  hell.. 

He  supports  their  souls  with 
spiritual  manna. 

He  refines  them  from  the 
dross  of  sinful  corruptions  and 
lusts. 

He  intercedes  for  them  in 
heaven  as  mediator. 
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Lastly,  He  shall  be  the  J udge 
of  the  world  at  the  last  day. 

Hence  then  we  conclude  that 
Jesus  of  Nazareth  is  the  Mes- 
siah promised  in  the  Old  Testa- 
ment. Almost  every  event  of 
his  life,  and  certainly  every 
circumstance  in  his  death,  is  an 
accumulative  proof  of  his  Mes- 
siahship,  and  consequently  of 
his  divinity. 

But  I hasten  to  another  proof 
of  the  divinity  of  Christ,  and 
that  is  his  resurrection.  I shall 
first  prove  the  truth  of  his  re- 
surrection,* and  then  make 
some  inferences. 

The  disciples  of  Christ  were 
the  constant  witnesses  of  his  re- 
surrection. It  was  that,  which 
formed  the  chief  subject  of 
their  discourses  before  Jews 
and  Gentiles.  But  let  us  ex- 
amine whether  we  can  reason- 
ably, and  consistently  with  the 
experience  of  mankind,  sup- 
pose, that  such  would  have 
been  their  conduct,  if  the  re- 
surrection of  Christ  was  not 
true.  From  their  earliest  edu- 
cation, the  disciples  of  Christ 
had  imbibed  prejudices  in  fa- 
vour of  an  earthly  kingdom  of 
Messiah;  prejudices,  which  all 
the  instructions  Christ  gave 
them  on  this  very  point  were 
scarce  able  to  remove,  and 
which  the  promise  he  gave  them 
of  his  resurrection  had  a ten- 
dency to  encourage.  Their 
hopes  and  expectations  were 
screwed  up  to  the  highest  pitch. 
In  this  state,  the  human  mind, 
when  disappointed,  is  most  apt 
to  fly  out  in  violent  indignation. 

* I hope  no  Jew  will  require  proofs 
for  the  possibility  of  a resurrection,  as 
some  modern  Sadduceesdo, 


Christ’s  disciples,  therefore, 
upon  a discovery  of  the  im- 
position, would  certainly  have 
turned  out  bis  first  enemies,  as 
they  were  so  intimately  con- 
cerned in  the  affair.  But  in- 
stead of  this,  we  see  them  sa- 
crifice their  all  in  this  life,  in 
the  constant  confirmation  of 
Christ’s  resurrection, — a proof 
that  they  were  sure  of  the  truth 
of  what  they  witnessed. 

But  even  if  we  remove  this 
argument  from  the  question, 
there  is  another  circumstance 
which  admits  of  no  plausibic 
explanation,  unless  we  admit 
the  truth  of  Christ’s  resurrection. 
Let  us  for  a moment  suppose, 
that  what  the  disciple s witnessed 
was  a fictioji  of  their  own, 
formed  of  course  for  their  own 
interest,  either  for  amassing 
riches,  or  for  aggrandizing  their 
honours;  let  us  further  suppose 
that  they  had  resolution  enough 
to  persist  in  their  design,  even 
when  the  desired  effects  did  not 
happen;  yet  they  would  cer- 
tainly give  it  up  when,  instead 
of  riches  and  honours,  they  saw 
nothing  but  want  and  ignominy, 
pains  and  death  itself,  attending 
their  false  testimony ; For  no 
man  is  wicked  for  nothing, 
much  less  for  his  own  hurt.  If 
false  witnesses  rose  up  against 
Christ,  they  found  their  interest 
in  so  doing;  but  what  interest 
could  false  w itnesses  for  Christ 
have  ? The  disciples  of  Christ 
were  not  only  mere  witnesses 
of  his  resurrection,  but  most  of 
them,  if  not  all,  became  mar- 
tyrs for  its  sake.  Now  it  is 
possible  for  a man  to  be  so 
ri vetted  in  an  opinion,  as  even 
to  sacrifice  his  life  to  it;  but 
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then  lie  dies  for  what  is  true,  at 
least  in  his  own  opinion ; but  it 
is  not  possible  for  a man  in  his 
right  reason  to  hazard,  much 
less  actually  to  lay  down  his 
life,  for  what  he  certainly  knows 
to  be  a falsehood.  It  follows, 
therefore,  that  the  resurrection 
of  Christ  was  a reality,  of  which 
the  disciples  had  sufficient  and 
incontestible evidence;  evidence 
which  was  refuted  by  their  ene- 
mies, not  by  argument,  but  by 
violence;  evidence,  for  which 
they  were  content  to  forego  their 
property,  their  reputation,  their 
quiet,  their  life. 

The  testimony  of  adversaries 
is  justly  accounted  among  men, 
as  the  strongest  kind  of  evidence. 
The  fact  of  Christ’s  resurrection 
is  not  wanting  in  such  proof. 
For  why  did  the  Jews  neglect  to 
produce  the  dead  body  of  Christ, 
when  his  disciples  asserted  his 
resurrection  before  all  the  peo- 
ple? They  stole  it  away,  is  the 
answer.  When?  Certainly  not 
before  Saturday,  for  then  the 
guard  procured  from  the  Ro- 
man governor,  was  set,  and  they 
would  naturally  ascertain  that 
the  body  was  yet  in  the  se- 
pulchre, before  they  would  seal 
the  stone  at  its  entry.— But  the 
disciples  stole  the  body  Saturday 
night. — And  could  the  guard 
not  prevent  it  ? They  slept. — 
Slept  ? Strange,  that  the  soldiers 
should  so  minutely  know  what 
was  going  on  during  their  sleep. 
The  fact  is,  this  shift  is  too 
poor,  too  thin-spun,  to  veil  the 
truth,  from  the  most  common 
enquirer : and  thus  both  the 
Jews  and  the  guards,  though 
unwilling,  are  the  witnesses  of 
Christ’s  resurrection. 


So  that  upon  the  supposition 
that  Christ’s  resurrection  is  false, 
the  conduct  both  of  the  Jews 
and  of  his  own  disciples  must 
for  ever  remain  a mystery  to 
the  common  sense  of  mankind  ; 
while,  on  the  other  hand,  the 
truth  of  the  resurrection  of 
Christ  solves  every  difficulty, 
and  supposes  nothing  but  what 
is  consistent  with  reason,  though 
much  beyond  the  power  of 
nature. 

As  to  the  inference  we  would 
draw  from  the  resurrection  of 
Christ,  it  is  threefold  ; 1st.  J esus 
Christ  is  the  true>  Messiah,  for 
that  remarkable  prophecy  con- 
cerning Messiah’s  resurrection 
was  fulfilled  in  him.  Ps.  xvi. 
8 — 10.  1 have  set  the  Lord 

always  before  me : because  he 
is  at  my  right  hand , I shall  not 
be  moved . Therefore  my  heart 
is  glad , and  my  glory  rejoiceth ; 
my  flesh  also  shall  rest  in  hope  :■ 
For  thou  wilt  not  leave  my  soul 
in  hell ; neither  wilt  thou  suffer 
thine  Holy  One  to  see  cor- 
ruption. Sndly,  Jesus  Christ 
is  the  Saviour  of  the  world ; for 
what  shews  more  clearly  that 
the  death  he  suffered  on  the 
cross  was  not  for  his  own  sin, 
than  his  resurrection  ? what  con- 
firms more  strongly  his  words, 
that  the  laying  down  of  his  life 
was  to  be  a ransom  for  many, 
than  his  taking  it  up  again  after 
he  had  laid  it  down  ? and  lastly, 
by  his  resurrection  we  are  sure, 
that  the  grand  sacrifice  which 
he  made  of  himself  on  the  cross 
was  satisfactory  to  the  justice  of 
God ; so  that  he  not  only  died 
for  our  offences,  but  also  rose 
for  our  justification.  3dly^ 
Jesus  Christ  by  his  resurrection^ 
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declared  himself  to  be  the  Son 
of  God  with  power,  by  the  Spirit 
of  holiness  ; by  it,  he  was  jus- 
tified in  the  Spirit ; his  preten- 
sions were  hereby  fully  recog- 
nised by  the  Deity ; for  none 
but  a divine  power  can  effect 
a resurrection  from  death. 

We  have  seen  that  Christ’s 
enemies  themselves  bore  ample 
testimony  to  the  truth  of  his  re- 
surrection. But  though  the  re- 
surrection alone  would  be  suf- 
ficient proof  of  the  Godhead 
of  Jesus  Christ,  yet  it  is  not 
the  only  one  we  have  to  pro- 
duce. That  day  of  Pentecost, 
which  succeeded  the  passover- 
feast  on  which  Christ  was  cru- 
cified, affords  a divine  and  most 
irrefragable  argument  to  the 
divinity  of  Jesus  Christ.  Jews 
of  every  country  and  nation 
under  heaven,  were  then  as- 
sembled at  J erusalem,  according 
to  the  divine  injunctions  given 
in  the  Mosaic  law,  Deut.  xvi.  16. 
Exod.xxiii.  14.  17.  xxxiv.  23. 
And  though  those  Jews  spoke 
necessarily  different  languages,* 
yet  they  were  addressed  by  the 
apostles  of  Christ,  those  un- 
lettered and  ignorant  Galileans, 
each  in  his  own  vernacular 
tongue,  Acts  ii.  Never  was 
a fact  attested  by  so  many  wit- 
nesses, and  never  was  an  effect 
to  be  traced  with  more  certainty 
to  its  cause  than  this.  Wine, 


* It  may  be  proved  from  the  history 
of  those  time3,  and  from  the  Talmud 
itself,  that  those  Jews  who  were  dispersed 
throughout  the  Roman  empire  and  other 
parts  of  the  world,  had  most  of  them 
forgotten  their  mother-tongue,  the  He. 
brew.  They  spoke  the  Syriac,  the  Greek, 
the  Arabic,  the  Persian,  or  the  Roman 
language.  * 


as  some  fools  supposed,  was 
not  the  cause;  that  can  make 
of  men  beasts,  but  cannot  give 
them  the  power  of  speaking  in 
other  languages.  The  same 
thing  may  be  observed  concern- 
ing enthusiasm.  A like  absur- 
dity it  would  be  to  suppose  that 
the  audience  were  deluded  by 
their  fancies ; for  it  would  imply 
a greater  miracle  for  thousands 
to  become  enthusiasts  at  the 
same  instant,  than  for  twelve 
men  to  be  divinely  inspired  by 
the  Spirit  of  God.  Nothing 
then  remains  but  to  admit  the 
cause  assigned  in  the  Christian 
records,  viz.  the  descent  of  the 
Holy  Ghost  upon  the  apostles. 
This  was  what  Christ  promised 
to  his  sorrowful  disciples  in  his 
dying  discourse;  for  this  they 
continued  together  at  Jerusalem 
all  the  intermediate  time,  from 
his  death  to  the  day  of  Pen- 
tecost, when  the  promise  of  their 
Lord  and  Master  was  fulfilled 
in  them  in  so  remarkable  and 
public  a manner.  The  Father 
bore  witness  tef  the  divinity  of 
Christ  at  his  baptism  in  Jordan, 
when  Jesus  entered  upon  his 
ministry  as  Messiah.  It  was 
then  that  there  came  a voice 
from  heaven,  saying,  “ This  is 
my  beloved  Son,  in  whom  I am 
well  pleased,”  Matt.  iii.  17; 
Christ  himself  fully  vindicated 
his  divinity  by  his  resurrection 
from  the  dead ; but  now  the 
Spirit  of  God  sealed  this  grand 
and  most  important  truth  by- 
enabling  the  apostles  to  pro- 
mulgate it  to  all  the  world. 
Had  it  not  been  for  that  melan- 
choly perverseness  which  blind- 
ed most  of  the  Jews  in  Je- 
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rusalem,  this  transcendent  in- 
stance of  Christ’s  sovereignty 
must  have  been  a sign  to  them, 
surpassing  any  that  they  could 
desire  from  him  when  personally 
among  them. 

Once  more  we  are  enabled  to 
produce  the  testimony  of  ene- 
mies in  favour  of  Christ’s  divi- 
nity. The  apostles  of  Christ 
were  persecuted,  imprisoned, 
and  scourged  by  the  Sanhedrin 
of  the  Jews,  because,  said  they, 
“Ye  have  filled  Jerusalem  with 
your  doctrine,”  (Acts  v.  28.) 
But  what  procured  the  apostles 
such  an  easy  belief  from  the 
people  ? Surely  not  their  cun- 
ning, not  their  eloquence;  for 
they  were  possessed  of  neither ; 
nor  was  there  any  thing  in  their 
doctrine  which  could  allure  the 
multitude.  But  they  had  other 
and  more  powerful  means  of 
conviction,  and  those  were  mi- 
racles. It  was  on  account  of 
a miracle  that  two  of  them, 
Peter  and  John,  were  thrown 
into  prison ; (Acts  iii.  iv.)  Peter, 
in  his  defence  before  t he  council, 
points  out  the  lame  man  to  whom 
he  had  miraculously  and  openly 
restored  the  use  of  his  limbs; 
an  audacity  this,  which  he 
could  not  have  had,  unless  he 
could  appeal  to  their  own  con- 
viction for  the  truth  of  the  fact. 
Now  this  miracle  of  Peter,  as 
well  as  all  other  miracles 
wrought  by  the  apostles,  was 
done  in  the  name  of  Jesus  of 
Nazareth.  Peter’s  words,  ef- 
fective of  a miracle  on  the  lame 
man,  are  these,  “In  the  name 
of  Jesus  Christ  of  Nazareth, 
rise  up  and  walk  ;”  and  before 
the  council  he  asserts,  with  the 


intrepidity  peculiar  to  truth, 
the  same  fact;  “ Be  it  known 
unto  you  all,  and  to  all  the 
people  of  Israel,  that  by  the 
name  of  Jesus  Christ  of  Naza- 
reth, whom  ye  crucified,  whom 
God  raised  from  the  dead,  even 
by  him  doth  this  man  (pro- 
bably pointing  at  him)  stand 
here  before  you  whole.”  The 
words  of  the  Sanhedrin  on  this 
occasion  are  remarkable,  and 
very  indicative  of  their  dis* 
position,  u We  cannot  deny  it,” 
implying  thereby  that  their 
good  will  to  deny  it  was  not  want- 
ing. But  what  more  decisive 
evidence  of  Christ’s  divinity  can 
possibly  be  desired,  than  that 
miracles  were  wrought  in  his 
name ? The  prophets  did  many 
and  great  miracles,  but  they 
either  tacitly  or  expressly  did 
them  in  the  name  of  God  ; not 
in  their  own  name.  Much  less 
would  their  disciples  attempt 
to  do  miracles  in  the  name  of 
their  masters,  as  it  would  in- 
deed have  been  equally  impious 
and  impertinent  in  them.  For 
as  God  alone  can  authorise  and 
evince  by  miracles  the  divine 
mission  of  his  servants,  so  he 
alone  is  to  be  invoked  by  them, 
and  in  his  name  and  for  his 
honour  alone  they  were  to  work 
a miracle.  But  the  apostles  of 
Christ  wrought  the  greatest 
miracles  in  the  name  and  for  the 
honour  of  Christ ; and  could 
they  have  wrought  them  unless 
Christ  and  God  was  One  ? 

My  last  argument  shall  be 
that  used  by  Gamaliel,  the 
chief  of  the  Sanhedrin,  in  fa- 
vour of  the  apostles  of  Christ. 
His  words  shew  him  to  have 
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been  a man  of  prudence, and,  in 
a measure,  of  piety  too  ; they 
are  these,  tc  If  this  counsel  or 
this  work  be  of  man,  it  will 
come  to  nought,  but  if  it  be  of 
God,  ye  cannot  overthrow  it: 
lest  haply  ye  be  found  even  to 
fight  against  God.”  He  had 
before  brought  the  example  of 
two  impostors,  who  set  them- 
selves upas  Messiahs;  but  no 
sooner  were  they  detected  and 
killed,  than  their  sect  suddenly 
disappeared  and  the  whole  was 
brought  to  nought.  But  did 
tC  this  counsel  or  this  work” 
come  to  nought  too?  Was 
Christianity  extirpated  when 
its  blessed  founder  expired  on 
the  cross?  Or  was  this  not  ra- 
ther the  very  cause  of  its  esta- 
blishment in  the  world  ? Not  all 
the  persecutions  of  the  Roman 
emperors,  (and  they  were  many 
and  heavy,)  availed  any  thing 
to  the  abatement,  much  less  to 
the  extirpation  of  Christianity. 
There  is  a Roman  coin  extant, 
struck  under  the  supposition 
that  Christianity  was  altogether 
abolished;  but  how  does  the 
event  give  it  the  lie?  In  our 
own  day  we  see  the  Christian 
banners  triumphantly  reared 
up  in  the  remotest  parts  of  the 
globe ; and  the  church  of  Christ 
has  increased  in  the  world 
in  this  last  century,  perhaps 
more  than  for  fourteen  cen- 
turies past  together.  Though 
an  external  conformity  to  the 
Christian  religion,  may  some- 
times have  been  obtruded  upon 
a people,  by  Christians  as 
ignorant  of  the  nature  of  Chris- 
tianity as  those  whom  they 
forced  to  adopt  it;  yet  in 
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general,  we  may  safely  affirm, 
Christianity  has  not,  like  Ma- 
hometanism, found  its  way  into 
the  world  by  fire  and  sword,  or 
by  holding  out  popular  doc- 
trines, gratifying  to  the  lusts 
and  inclinations  of  mankind. 
If  then  none  of  these  causes 
can  be  assigned  to  the  conti- 
nuance and  .spread  of  Christ’s 
religion  in  the  world,  we  are 
obliged  to  conclude,  with  the 
wise  Gamaliel,  that  this  counsel 
and  this  work  is  of  God,  and 
that  this  is  the  reason  why 
the  gates  of  hell  and  the  rage 
of  men  could  never  prevail  to 
overthrow  it.  But  if  it  be  of 
God,  then  it  is  the  only  true 
religion : and  Christ,  the  subject 
and  object  of  this  religion,  is 
the  Messiah,  the  Son  of  God. 

Thus  I have  attempted  to 
shew,  that  Christianity,  and 
especially  its  fundamental  doc- 
trine, the  divinity  of  Jesus 
Christ,  is  agreeable,  at  least 
not  repugnant,  to  reason, 
(Prop.  1.)  and  that  it  is  the 
religion  revealed  in  the  Old 
Testament,  (Prop.  II.)  and  in 
the  New,  (Prop.  III.) 

And  now,  my  brethren,  I 
would  conclude  the  first  part  of 
this  Vindication  with  a short  ad- 
dress to  you.  Eighteen  hundred 
years  have  elapsed,  and  you 
continue  j et,  even  in  a dispersed 
and  depressed  state,  as  a distinct 
nat  ion  upon  the  earth.  Thus  the 
Lord  has  in  a most  marvellous 
manner  made  good  his  promise 
concerning  you.  “ Though  I 
make  a full  end  of  all  nations 
whither  I have  scattered  thee, 
yet  will  I not  make  a full  end 
of  thee.”  (Jer.  v.  J8.  xxx.  11. 
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xlvi.  28.)  This  certainly  in- 
dicates that  he  has  yet  thoughts 
of  peace  for  his  ancient  people, 
whom  he  has  left  for  so  long  a 
time ; and  as  the  curse  de- 
nounced in  his  divine  law 
against  disobedience  has  been 
fully  executed  in  your  many 
and  continued  calamities,  so 
undoubtedly  the  blessing  there 
pronounced  will  in  due  time 
receive  its  accomplishment  in 
your  final  restoration.  But  it 
becomes  you  to  reflect  upon 
these  two  things,  the  cause  of 
your  long  and  tedious  disper- 
sion, and  the  grounds  of  the 
hopes  you  entertain  of  a gra- 
cious re-admission  into  God’s 
favour  and  love.  Idolatry  was 
the  chief  cause  of  the  destruc- 
tion of  the  first  temple,  and  of 
Israel’s  captivity  into  Babylon. 
Cyrus,  so  honourablymentioned 
in  Isaiah,  as  being  an  eminent 
type  of  Messiah,  was  the  great 
instrument  made  use  of  by  God, 
in  order  to  their  emancipation. 
But  what  sin  was  it  that  caused 
the  demolition  of  the  second 
temple,  and  your  present  capti- 
vity, which  exceeds  the  first  in 
duration  more  than  twenty 
times.  It  was  not  idolatry,  for 
that  the  Jews  were  never  guilty 
of  since  their  return  from  Chal- 
dea, but  it  was  the  much  more 
enormous  and  complicated 
crime  of  rejecting  Messiah 
their  King,  who  came  unto  his 
own,  and  his  own  received  him 
not ; who,  though  sent  to  the 
lost  sheep  of  Israel,  yet  was 
despised  by  them  ; they  turned 
a deaf  ear  to  the  sweet  alluring 
voice  of  David  their  shepherd, 
and  went  further  and  further 


astray  from  him.  At  length 
their  wickedness  brought  him 
to  the  cross.  There  he  died  in 
love  for  them  and  all  mankind, 
there  he  poured  out  his  soul  a 
sacrifice  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world.  But,  alas!  Israel 
as  a nation  persisted  in  their 
unbelief  on  him,  and  persecuted 
his  followers  with  a determined 
and  virulent  hatred.  Accord- 
ingly, within  the  space  of  fifty 
years  from  Christ’s  death,  the 
prophecy  which  he  uttered 
weeping  was  tremendously  ful- 
filled : Jerusalem,  the  holy  city, 
and  the  temple,  which  was  the 
admiration  of  nations,  were  mi- 
serably destroyed,  not  a stone 
w as  left  upon  another,  and  the 
land  was  evacuated  of  its 
inhabitants. 

All  things  from  that  time 
forward  continued  in  the  same 
disconsolate  state,  for  the  cause 
of  all  the  mischief,  viz.  your 
unrelenting  opposition  to  Christ 
and  his  Gospel,  has  continued 
as  long.  O,  my  brethren,  how 
long  will  it  be  till  you  are  con- 
vinced that  by  rejecting  Chris- 
tianity you  are  fighting  against 
God  ? How  long  will  it  be,  till 
you  contemplate  the  glory  of 
him  whom  Isaiah  saw  upon  the 
throne,  (ch.  vi.)  Long  have 
your  ears  been  heavy  and  your 
eyes  shut,  and  the  cheering 
beams  of  the  Sun  of  righteous- 
ness, which  has  arisen  upon  the 
world  with  healing  under  his 
wings,  could  not  yet  penetrate 
your  hearts.  O,  my  brethren, 
what  a comfort,  what  a joy  are 
you  depriving  yourself  of! 
Take  heed,  lest,  like  some  of 
old,  you  count  yourself  unwor- 
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thy  of  eternal  life,  and  reject 
the  counsel  of  God  against 
yourself.  The  Son  of  Gqd  is 
still  ready  to  receive  you,  to 
pardon  your  unbelief  and  re- 
concile you  with  his  Father,  to 
pour  out  his  holy  Spirit  of 
grace  and  supplication  upon 
you,  and  to  make  good  all 
his  gracious  promises  concern- 
ing your  restoration.  And  can 
you  resist  such  transcendant 
loving  kindness  and  tender  com- 
passions ? .Remember,  the  Old 
Testament  is  shut  up  with  a 
curse  denounced  against  those 
who  shall  refuse  to  repent  at 
the  preaching  of  the  messenger 
that  was  to  go  before  Messiah  ; 
what,  think  you,  must  it  be  to  do 
despite  to  the  merciful  offers  of 
Messiah  himself?  If  justice  be 
offended,  mercy  may  interpose, 
but  it  is  dreadful  to  slight  inter- 
posing mercy  itself. 

To  be  continued. 


LETTER  FROM  “ ONE  OF  THE 
SECOND  TRIBE.” 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jewish  Expositor. 

No.  II. 

Gentlemen. 

Agreeably  to  my  promise 
I sit  down  to  offer  some  ob- 
servations respecting  different 
parts  of  our  law.  And  I must 
freely  confess,  that,  from  the 
insight  which  God  lias  given 
me  into  its  true  import,  I am 
as  much  convinced  of  the  truth 
of  Christianity  as  any  Christian 
can  be.  I do  from  my  heart 
believe  that  Jesus  is  the  true 
Messiah.  I believe  he  is  the 
person,  who,  though  “ a child 


born  and  a son  given,  is  the 
mighty  God.”  And  from  my 
soul  I am  convinced,  that  his 
death  was  a real  sacrifice  for 
sin,  even  for  the  sins  of  the 
whole  world.  If  you  ask  me, 
when  and  how  I was  converted? 
I answer,  that  all  those  ques- 
tions are  foreign  to  the  subject. 
I acknowledge  all,  both  Jews 
and  Gentiles,  as  my  brethren ; 
I love  both  the  law  and  the 
gospel : I endeavour  to  derive 
instruction  from  both ; and  both 
are  endeared  to  me  from  the 
circumstance  of  their  reflec- 
ting light  on  each  other.  But 
without  eutering  any  further 
into  personal  matters,  in  which 
the  public  are  not  at  all  inte- 
rested, I will  proceed  to  the 
subject  which  I conceive  to  be 
of  great  and  universal  interest. 

Perhaps,  in  considering  the 
Levitical  law,  it  may  be  as  good 
a plan  as  any  to  touch  on  dif- 
ferent parls  of  it  in  the  order 
in  which  they  lie  in  the  book 
of  Leviticus  itself. 

The  Institution  of  Sacrifices 
may  be  considered  as  nearly 
co-eval  with  the  world  itself. 
As  soon  as  man  had  fallen,  he 
needed  an  atonement : and  an 
atonement  was  provided  for 
him  by  God  himself ; who  pro- 
mised, u that  the  seed  of  the 
woman  should  bruise  the  ser- 
pent’s head  nor  can  we  rea- 
sonably doubt  but  that  God 
himself,  who,  we  are  told, 
44  clothed  our  first  parents  with 
skins,”  appointed  the  beasts 
whose  skins  were  used  for  that 
purpose,  to  be  offered  up  first 
in  sacrifice  to  him*  Whence, 
if  God  had  not  originally  sane- 
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tioned  it,  should  Abel  think  of 
offering  up,  u the  firstlings  of 
his  flock  ?”  And  why  should 
that  very  sacrifice  receive  such 
a signal  testimony  of  the  divine 
approbation  ? Even  the  distinc- 
tion between  clean  and  unclean 
animals  w as  known  before  the 
flood:  and  an  additional  num- 
ber of  the  clean  were  taken 
into  the  ark,  that  there  might 
be  wherewith  to  offer  sacrifice 
unto  the  Lord  when  the  deluge 
should  be  abated.  Abraham 
also  and  Melchizedec,  and 
Job,  all  offered  sacrifices  be- 
fore the  Mosaic  ritual  was 
known  ; so  that  Moses  did  not 
so  much  introduce  new  insti- 
tutions as  regulate  those  which 
had  existed  before ; and  give 
such  directions  respecting  them 
as  should  suit  the  dispensation 
which  his  ritual  was  intended 
to  prefigure. 

Sacrifices  are  of  two  kinds, 
propitiatory  and  euckaristical : 
the  one  to  make  atonement  for 
sins  committed,  the  other  to 
render  thanks  for  mercies  re- 
ceived. Of  the  propitiatory 
sacrifices  we  have  an  account 
of  no  less  than  six  different 
sorts ; (all  of  which  are  stated 
in  the  seven  first  chapters  of 
Leviticus:)  the  burnt-offering, 
the  meat-offering,  the  sin-offer- 
ing, the  trespass-offering,  the 
offering  of  consecration,  and 
the  peace-offering.*  It  is  of  the 
first  of  these,  the  Burnt-offering, 
that  I will  speak  at  this  lime, 


* Lev.  vii.  37.  They  were  not  alto- 
gether propitiatory  ; but  are  numbered 
with  the  propitiatory,  because  they  were 
in  part  burnt  upon  the  brazen  altar. 


because  it  stands  first  in  the 
book  of  Leviticus. 

T h e Burnt  Offer i x g was 
the  most  ancient  and  dignified 
of  all  the  sacrifices,  and  at  the 
same  time  the  most  frequent; 
there  being  two  every  day  in 
the  year  except  on  the  sabbath 
day,  when  the  number  was  al- 
ways doubled.  The  things  of 
which  it  consisted  varied  ac- 
cording to  the  ability  of  the 
offerer  : it  might  be  taken  from 
among  the  herd,  or  the  flock, 
or  of  fowls;  that  so  no  one 
might  have  an  excuse  for  with- 
holding it  at  its  proper  season. 
By  this  accommodation  of  the 
offering  to  the  circumstances  of 
men,  it  was  intended,  that 
every  one  should  evince  the 
sincerity  of  his  heart  in  present- 
ing to  God  the  best  offering 
that  he  could  ; and  that  no  one 
should  be  discouraged  from  ap- 
proaching God  by  the  conside- 
ration that  he  was  not  able  to 
present  to  him  such  an  offering 
as  he  could  wish.  The  “ turtle 
dove,  and  young  pigeon,”  was 
as  acceptable  to  God,  as  the 
“ ram  and  bullock,”  provided 
it  was  offered  with  a suitable 
frame  of  mind.  Indeed  the 
directions  respecting  the  poor 
man’s  offering,  were  as  minute 
and  particular  as  any  : which 
shewed  that  God  has  no  respect 
of  persons ; and  that  his  mi- 
nisters also  must  at  their  peril 
be  as  anxious  for  the  welfare, 
and  as  attentive  to  the  interest 
of  the  poorest  of  their  flock,  as 
of  the  most  opulent. 

One  thing  was  indispensable ; 
that  the  offering  whether  of 
the  herd  or  of  the  flock,  must 
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be  cc  a male”  and  “ without 
blemish:”  it  was  to  be  the  most 
excellent  of  its  kind,  in  order 
the  more  fitly  to  shadow  forth 
the  excellencies  of  the  Messiah; 
who  alone  of  all  that  ever  par- 
took of  our  nature  was  truly 
without  sin.  Had  the  smallest 
imperfection  attached  to  him, 
he  could  not  have  been  a propi- 
tiation for  our  sins;  the  utmost 
care  was  therefore  to  be  taken 
in  examining  the  offerings 
which  prefigured  him,  that 
they  might,  as  far  as  possible, 
exemplify  his  spotless  perfec- 
tion. 

Respecting  the  manner  in 
which  it  was  to  be  presented, 
the  minutest  directions  were 
given.  The  offerer  must  bring 
his  sacrifice  u of  his  own  volun- 
tary will.”  He  must  feel  his 
need  of  mercy,  and  be  very 
desirous  to  obtain  it.  He  must 
see  that  no  mercy  can  be 
found  except  by  means  of  a 
sacrifice:  and  he  must  thank- 
fully embrace  the  opportunity 
afforded  him  - not  accounting 
God  his  debtor  for  the  sacrifice 
offered  to  him,  but  himself  a 
debtor  to  God,  for  his  permis- 
sion to  approach  him  in  such  a 
way. 

He  must  bring  his  sacrifice  to 
<£  the  door  of  the  tabernacle  of 
the  congregation  before  the 
Lord.”  Whilst,  in  doing  this, 
he  acknowledged  that  the  Lord 
dwelt  there  in  a peculiar  man- 
ner, he  publicly,  before  all  the 
people,  acknowledged  himself 
a sinner  like  unto  his  brethren, 
and  needing  mercy  no  le$slhan 
the  vilest  of  the  human  race. 
Not  the  smallest  degree  of  self 


preference  could  be  allowed  : 
but  all  must  be  made  to  see  and 
feel,  that  there  was  but  one 
way  of  salvation  for  ruined  man. 

Further,  he  was  to  “ put  his 
hand  upon  the  head  of  his  offer- 
ing.” By  this  significant  ac- 
tion he  still  more  plainly  declar- 
ed, that  he  must  perish,  if  ever 
his  sins  should  be  visited  upon 
him;  and  that  all  his  hope  of 
acceptance  with  God,  was 
founded  on  the  vicarious  suffer- 
ings of  this  devoted  victim. 

The  offering  itself  must  be 
u slain,”  (whether  by  the  of- 
ferer, or  the  priest,  is  uncer- 
tain,*) and  its  “ blood  be 
sprinkled  round  about  upon  the 
altar.”  The  slaughtered  ani- 
mal was  then  to  be  “ flayed,” 
and  “ cut  into  pieces,”  accord- 
ing to  a prescribed  rule  : “ the 
inwards  and  the  legs,”  which 
might  be  supposed  to  need 
somewhat  of  purification,  were 
u w ashed  and,  together  w ith 

the  whole  body,  “ burnt  upon 
the  altar.”  The  skin  alone 
remained  as  the  perquisite  of 
the  priest. f Do  we  not  see  in 
these  things  a striking  exhibi- 
tion of  the  sufferings  of  the 
Messiah,  who  was  in  due  time 
to  become  a sacrifice  for  the 
sins  of  the  whole  world  ? Death 
was  the  wages  due  to  sin,  and 
that  too  under  the  wrath  of  an 


* We  apprehend  it  was  by  the  priest, 
or  some  Levite  assisting  him,  seever.  15* 
The  same  ambiguity  as  to  the  meaning 
of  the  word  “ they ” may  be  6een  in 
2 Ghron.  xxiv-  22.  but  it  is  plain  from 
ver.  34  of  that  chapter,  that  neither  the 
priests  nor  the  offerers,  killed  the  sacri- 
fices; but  the  Levites  killed  them;  and 
the  priests  received  the  blood. 

+ Lev.  vii.  8. 
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offended  God.  True  it  is,  that 
the  consuming  of  an  animal  by 
fire  was  but  a faint  representa- 
tion of  that  misery  which  we 
must  to  all  eternity  have  en- 
dured ; and  of  that  which  the 
Messiah  sustained,  both  in  his 
body  and  in  his  soul,  when  he 
died  under  the  load  of  our  ini- 
quities. 

The  partial  washing  of  the 
sacrifice  might  probably  denote 
the  perfect  purity  of  Christ; 
or  perhaps  it  might  intimate 
the  concurrence  of  the  Holy 
Spirit,  through  whose  divine 
agency,  as  your  scriptures 
inform  us,  he  was  fitted  for  a 
sacrifice ; and  by  whose  al- 
mighty aid  he  was  enabled  to 
offer  himself  up  to  God  : for 
it  was  u through  the  eternal 
Spirit , that  he  offered  himself 
without  spot  to  God.” 

The  benefits  resulting  from 
this  sacrifice  are  also  minutely 
stated.  u It  was  accepted  for 
the  offerer,  to  make  an  atone- 
ment for  him.”  As  there  were 
two  kinds  of  guilt,  ceremonial 
and  moral,  so  there  were  two 
kinds  of  absolution,  one  actual 
in  the  sight  of  God,  the  other 
merely  external  and  shadowy. 
We  observe  then,  in  relation 
to  these  sacrifices,  that  they 
cleansed  from  ceremonial  de- 
filement really,  and  from  real 
defilement  ceremonially.  There 
were  certain  things,  not  evil  in 
themselves,  but  made  so  by 
the  special  appointment  of 
God  : (such  as  the  touching  of 
a grave  or  a dead  body,)  and 
the  persons  who  had  done  them 
were  to  be  accounted  unclean, 
till  they  were  purified  in  the  way 


prescribed ; and  their  obser- 
vance of  the  prescribed  forms 
did  really  purge  them  from  the 
defilement  they  had  contracted, 
so  that  no  guilt  would  be  im- 
puted to  them,  nor  any  punish- 
ment inflicted,  either  in  time  or 
eternity.  On  the  other  baud 
there  were  things  really  evil, 
(as  theft  or  perjury,)  which 
subjected  the  offender  to  pu- 
nishment by  the  laws  of  man  ; 
now  the  guilt  of  these  crimes 
was  not  purged  away  by  the 
appointed  sacrifices,  any  fur- 
ther than  the  exempting  the 
persons  from  the  punishment 
denounced  by  law  : his  con- 
science still  remained  burdened 
with  guilt;  and  he  must,  not- 
withstanding all  his  sacrifices, 
answer  for  his  crime  at  the 
tribunal  of  God.  This  is  the 
distinction  made  for  us  in  the 
New  Testament,  where  it  is 
said,  that  “ the  blood  of  bulls 
and  of  goats,  and  the  ashes  of 
an  heifer  sprinkling  the  un- 
clean, did  really  sanctify  to 
the  purifying  of  the  flesh 
but  they  tC  never  could  make 
a man  perfect  as  pertaining  to 
the  conscience:”  in  that  sense 
u it  was  not  possible  that  the 
blood  of  bulls  and  of  goats 
could  take  away  sins.” 

It  may  be  asked  then,  what 
benefit  was  there  to  counterba- 
lance the  cost  and  trouble  of 
the  sacrifices  ? I answer,  that 
an  exemption  from  temporal 
judgment,  whether  inflicted  by 
God  or  man,  was  a great  be- 
nefit : but  to  be  encouraged  to 
come  to  God,  as  a merciful  and 
gracious  God,  and  to  have  the 
Messiah  so  clearly  and  con- 
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stantly  exhibited  before  their 
eyes,  was  an  unspeakable  be- 
nefit, which  would  have  been 
cheaply  purchased  by  the 
cattle  on  a thousand  hills. 

Now,  Gentlemen,  if  your 
Scriptures  be  true,  there  is  not 
any  subject  whatever  that  can 
bear  the  least  comparison  with 
that  leading  subject  of  the 
gospel,  u Christ  crucified 
and  I had  almost  said,  that  the 
New  Testament  itself  scarcely 
unfolds  it  more  clearly  than  the 
ordinance  before  us.  What 
would  the  most  ignorant  of  the 
Jews  imagine,  when  he  saw 
the  sacrifice  led  forth,  the 
offerer  putting  his  hand  upon  it, 
and  the  priest  slaying  it,  and 
afterwards  reducing  it  to  ashes? 
Would  he  not  see,  that  here 
was  a manifest  substitution  of 
an  innocent  creature  in  the 
place  of  the  guilty,  and  that 
very  substitution  was  the  means 
of  reconciling  the  offender  to 
his  God  ? I will  grant,  that  a 
person  ignorant  of  the  typical 
nature  of  those  ordinances, 
might  be  led  to  ascribe  the 
benefit  to  the  ordinance  itself, 
without  looking  through  it  to 
the  sacrifice  which  it  shadowed 
forth  ; but  he  could  not  be  so 
blind  as  not  to  see,  that  accep- 
tance with  God  was  by  means 
of  a vicarious  sacrifice.  Yet 
behold,  you  Christians,  who 
live  under  the  meridian  light  of 
the  gospel,  need,  no  less  than 
we,  to  be  informed,  that  you 
must  be  saved  entirely  through 
the  atonement  of  Christ,  and 
not  through  any  righteousness 
of  your  own.  1 hope  you  will 
pardon  me,  if  I say  to  the  gene- 


rality amongst  you,  Go  back  to 
the  law;  ask  a Jew  to  teach 
you : let  those  whom  you  de- 
spise for  their  ignorance,  be 
your  preceptors.  Learn  even 
from  our  law  to  embrace  your 
gospel : and  “ kiss  the  Son, 
lest  he  be  angry  and  ye  perish 
from  the  way.” 

Permit  me  also  to  suggest, 
from  the  example  of  the  Jew’s 
offering  u of  his  own  voluntary 
will,”  the  best  sacrifice  he 
could,  that  you  should  grudge 
nothing  whereby  you  may  ho- 
nour God,  or  promote  your  own 
salvation.  An  irreligious  man 
might  have  asked,  Wherefore  is 
all  this  waste  of  cattle,  which 
instead  of  being  consumed  by 
fire,  might  be  sold,  or  given 
to  the  poor  ? But  the  man  who 
fears  God  would  reply,  that 
nothing  can  be  wasted  which  is 
in  any  way  conducive  to  God’s 
honour,  and  our  own  salvation. 
This  is  the  spirit  that  should 
animate  us.  But,  alas!  the 
chief  concern  of  most  of  us  is, 
to  sacrifice  for  God  as  little 
as  we  can.  Let  us  guard 
against  such  low  and  niggardly 
thoughts : let  the  large  and 

liberal  spirit  of  Christianity 
be  manifested  in  our  lives.  As 
for  our  lusts,  let  them  be  sa- 
crificed and  utterly  consumed  : 
the  sooner  they  are  mortified, 
the  better.  Nor  be  contented 
with  that : but,  of  your  own 
voluntary  will , u present  your 
whole  selves  to  God  a living 
sacrifice for  that  is  “ your 
reasonable  service : and  it 

shall  be  accepted  of  your 
God.” 

One  of  the  Second  Tribe. 
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CUNINGHAME’S  SIXTH  LETTER 

TO  RABBI  J.  CROOLL. 

Sir, 

Having  endeavoured  to 
answer  the  manuscript  which 
you  sent  me  with  your  letter 
dated  the  13th  of  May  last,  I 
now  design  to  resume  the  con- 
sideration of  your  “ Restoration 
of  Israel.” 

Before  I renew  this  discus- 
sion, I wish,  however,  to  submit 
to  you  some  general  observa- 
tions upon  the  momentous 
question  which  is  agitated 
between  us.  And  first,  Sir, 

I may  surely  be  permitted 
to  express  some  surprise,  that 
while  you  have  not  thought  me 
entirely  unworthy  of  your  no- 
tice, you  have  yet  maintained 
a total,  I may  even  say  a cau- 
tious silence  upon  every  one  of 
the  arguments  which  are  con- 
tained in  my  former  letters. 
Perhaps  you  feel  these  argUr 
ments  to  be  strong  and  weighty. 
If  it  be  so,  does  it  not  become 
you  as  a professed  disciple  of 
Moses  and  the  prophets,  to  lend 
a willing  ear  to  the  powerful 
testimony  which  they  bear  in 
favour  of  the  Messiahship  of 
Jesus  of  Nazareth,  and  to  bow 
at  the  foot  of  his  cross?  This 
is  the  counsel  w hich  the  apostle 
Peter  gave  to  the  Jews,  who 
were  pricked  in  their  heart 
when  they  heard  his  sermon 
on  the  day  of  Pentecost ; and 
notwithstanding  that  I,  in  a 
former  letter,  directed  your  at- 
tention to  the  passage  of  the 
New  Testament  to  w hich  I now 
allude,  as  prescribing  the  im- 
mediate line  of  duty,  I shall, 
although  I may  thereby  incur 


the  charge  of  offensiverepetit  ion, 
again  place  the  words  of  the 
apostle  before  you,  as  contained 
in  Acts  ii.  36 — 38.  Therefore 
let  all  the  house  of  Israel  know 
assuredly , that  God  hath  made 
that  same  Jesus , whom  ye  haze 
crucified , both  Lord  and  Christ. 
Now  when  they  heard  this , they 
were  pricked  in  their  heart,  and 
said  unto  Peter  and  to  the  rest  of 
the  apostles , Men  and  brethren, 
what  shall  we  do  ? Then  said 
Peter  unto  them , Repent , and 
be  baptized  every  one  of  you,  in 
the  name  of  Jesus  Christ , for 
the  remission  of  sins  ; and  ye 
shall  receive  the  gift  of  the 
Holy  Ghost.  For  the  promise 
is  unto  you,  and  to  your  chil- 
dren, and  to  all  that  are  afar  off, 
even  as  many  as  the  Lord  our 
God  shall  call . 

If  Christianity  be  true,  then 
it  is  certain  that  the  apostle 
Peter  was  inspired  by  the  Holy 
Ghost,  to  utter  these  words; 
and  the  duty  of  giving  imme- 
diate and  implicit  obedience  to 
them,  is  of  a most  urgent  nature. 
On  this  subject,  I shall  call  your 
attention  to  a passage  of  St. 
Paul’s  epistle  to  the  Hebrews, 
which  shews  the  danger  of  neg- 
lecting the  salvation  offered  to 
us  through  the  Lord  Messiah. 
u Therefore  we  ought  to  give 
the  more  earnest  heed  to  the 
things  which  we  have  heard,  lest 
at  anytime  we  should  let  them 
slip.  For  if  the  word  spoken  by 
angels  was  stedfast , and  every 
transgression  and  disobedience 
received  a just  recompense  of 
reward ; how  shall  we  escape, 
if  we  neglect  so  great  salvation ; 
which  at  the  first  began  to  be 
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spoken  by  the  Lord,  and  was 
confirmed  unto  us  by  them  that 
heard  him  ? Heb.  ii.  1 — 3. 

If  on  the  other  hand  Chris- 
tianity be  not  from  God,  then 
all  the  reasoning,  by  which  I 
have  endeavoured  in  my  previ- 
ous addresses  to  you,  to  prove 
its  truth,  must  admit  of  an  easy 
answer  : and  surely  it  becomes 
you,  who  have  stepped  forward 
as  the  champion  of  Judaism, 
not  to  leave  upon  the  minds, 
either  of  Jews  or  Christians, 
any  suspicion  with  regard  to 
your  competency  to  defend 
that  faith  which  you  profess  to 
hold.  But  though,  for  argu- 
ment sake,  I hold  this  hypothe- 
tical language,  yet,  in  reality, 
the  truth  of  the  religion  of 
Jesus  is  not  a matter  of  doubt 
or  hypothesis,  and  while  it  is 
our  duty  to  reason  with  you 
out  of  the  scriptures  in  proof  of 
the  Messiahship  of  the  Lord 
Jesus,  it  is  no  less  incumbent 
upon  us,  to  testify  to  you  that 
we  have  known  Jesus  to  be  in- 
deed the  Messiah,  the  Saviour 
of  the  world.  Neither  is  there 
salvation  in  any  other : for  there 
is  none  other  name  under  heaven 
given  among  men  whereby  we 
may  be  saved.  Acts  iv.  12. 

The  contest  between  the 
Gospel  of  Jesus  Christ  and 
modern  Judaism,  is  similar  in 
its  nature  to  that  which  took 
place  between  Moses  the  ser- 
vant of  the  Lord,  and  Korah, 
Dathan,  and  Abiram.  And 
however  excusable  those  Jews 
may  be,  who  have  never  had 
access  to  the  New  Testament, 
and  have  no  knowledge  of  its 
evidences,  if  any  continue  to 
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reject  Jesus  of  Nazareth,  after 
these  things  have  been  plainly 
set  before  them,  He  who  is 
the  faithful  and  true  witness, 
even  Jesus  himself,  hath  pro- 
nounced the  following  judg- 
ment on  them : He  that  be - 
lieveth  not  is  condemned  al- 
ready , because  he  hath  not  be- 
lieved in  the  name  of  the  only 
begotten  Son  of  God : and  this 
is  the  condemnation,  that  light 
is  come  into  the  world,  and  men 
loved  darkness  rather  than  light 
because  their  deeds  were  evil. 
For  every  one  that  doeth  evil 
hateththc  light,  neither  cometh 
to  the  light , lest  his  deeds  should 
be  reproved.  But  he  that  doeth 
truth  cometh  to  the  light , that 
his  deeds  maybe  made  manifest 
that  they  are  wrought  in  God . 
John  iii.  18—21. 

I am  aware  that  in  placing 
before  you  passages  of  such 
awful  import,  I run  the  hazard 
of  giving  you  offence.  But  it 
is  impossible  for  us  to  be  faith- 
ful to  God,  and  the  souls  of 
men,  w ithout  sometimes  exciting 
in  their  breasts  feelings  of  irrita- 
tion. You  know  too  well  the 
history  of  your  own  people,  not 
to  recollect,  that  the  false  pro- 
phets, who  said,  Peace,  Peace, 
while  there  was  no  peace,  were 
more  acceptable  to  them,  than 
those  servants  of  God  who  open- 
ly reproved  them  for  their  sins. 
I have  moreover  to  remark,  that 
in  your  manuscript,  which  with 
my  answer  has  lately  appeared 
in  the  Expositor,  you  have 
shewn  me  the  example  of  using 
great  plainness  of  speech. 
You  have  expressed  more  than 
a suspicion,  that  I am  an  Ama- 
o 
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lekite,  and  as  such  under  the 
irrevocable  curse  of  God,  and 
incapable  of  being  made  the 
subject  of  salvation.  Without 
repeating  what  I have  already 
said  in  reference  to  this  charge, 

I may  surely  be  permitted,  after 
having  shewn  it  to  be  without 
any  scriptural  foundation,  to 
point  out  to  you  the  reasons 
which  Christians  have  for  ap- 
prehending that  all  unbelieving 
Jews  are  in  a state  of  the  most 
awful  danger,  as  having  rejected 
the  Word  of  Jehovah,  whom 
J acob  avouched  as  his  God,  and 
who,  in  the  fulness  of  time,  ac- 
cording to  the  prophecies  of 
Isaiah  so  often  referred  to,  was 
incarnate  in  the  person  of  J esus 
of  Nazareth. 

But,  Sir,  there  is  this  im- 
portant difference  between  the 
surmises  you  have  expressed 
respecting  the  state  of  us  Chris- 
tians, and  the  fears  which  we 
cannot  help  entertaining  with 
regard  to  your  spiritual  condi- 
tion, that  whereas  you  conceive 
the  curse,  which  has  gone 
forth  against  us  as  Amalekites 
to  be  irrevocable,  we  on  the 
other  hand  believe,  that  the 
richest  blessings  are  in  reserve 
for  you  through  that  very  Jesus 
whom  you  have  vilified,  if  you 
will  only  return  to  him  with 
penitent  and  contrite  hearts, 
confessing  your  sins. 

Saul  of  Tarsus  was  also 
once  a blasphemer  and  perse- 
cutor, but  the  grace  of  the 
Lord  Messiah  transformed  him 
into  an  apostle.  That  grace  is 
still  the  same  to  every  Jew, 
w ho  shall  call  on  the  name  of 
the  Lord. 


Sixth  Letter 

Permit  me  also  to  make  use 
of  another  argument,  founded 
on  a very  remarkable  declara- 
tion of  the  Lord,  in  the  xxxii. 
chapter  of  the  book  of  Deu- 
teronomy. The  song  of  Moses 
is,  Sir,  as  you  well  know,  a pro- 
phetical summary  of  the  deal- 
ings of  God  with  your  nation, 
from  the  period  of  the  Exodus, 
until  your  final  restoration  in 
the  last  days.  It  also  contains 
an  account  of  the  conduct  of 
the  children  of  Israel,  wherein 
is  founded  the  reason  of  the  di- 
vine procedure.  In  ver.  21.  of 
the  foregoing  chapter  are  to 
be  found  the  following  words: 
They  have  moved  me  to  jea - 
lousy  with  that  which  is  not 
God ; they  have  provoked  me 
to  anger  with  their  vanities: 
and  I will  move  them  to  jea- 
lousy with  those  who  are  not  a 
people  ; 1 will  provoke  them  to 
anger  with  a foolish  nation . 
Now,  Sir,  you  will  not,  I ima- 
gine, deny  that  they  who  arc 
here  described  as  having  provok- 
ed God  to  jealousy,  were  his  an- 
cient people,  the  seed  of  Israel, 
and  that  they  thus  provoked 
the  Lord  by  their  idolatry  and 
other  crimes,  so  that  at  length 
he  bestowed  upon  the  ten  tribes 
by  the  mouth  of  the  prophet 
Hosea,  the  prophetical  name 
of  Horn  N1?  Lo-ruhama,  not 
having  obtained  mercy , and 
upon  the  tribes  of  Judah  and 
Benjamin,  the  appellation  of 
'op  ah  Lo  -ammi,  not  my 
people , thereby  signifying  the 
removal  of  both  branches  of 
Israel  from  their  high  privileges 
as  the  peculiar  people  of  the 
Lord,  and  their  dreadful  cap- 
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livities  in  the  lands  of  their 
enemies.  Thus  far,  I presume, 
you  will  agree  with  me  in  the 
interpretation  of  the  passage 
under  consideration. 

In  the  following  clause,  the 
Lord  declares  his  righteous 
purpose,  of  punishing  his  people 
according  to  the  just  law  of  re- 
taliation. I will  move  them  to 
jealousy  with  those  which  are 
not  a people , I will  provoke 
them  to  anger  with  a foolish 
nation . Here  there  will  pro- 
bably be  a difference  of  opinion 
between  us ; and  though  I can 
form  no  conjecture  what  inter- 
pretation you  will  give  of  this 
clause,  I cannot  but  fear,  that 
you  have  not  hitherto  received 
that  which  is  its  true  meaning. 
But,  Sir,  to  the  law  and  to  the 
testimony  ; if  they  speak  not 
according  to  this  word , it  is 
because  there  is  no  light  in 
them*  Every  opinion  held 
by  you  and  us,  must  be  brought 
to  the  test  of  the  word  of  God  ; 
and  it  is  by  comparing  scrip- 
ture with  scripture,  that  we  may 
expect  most  easily  to  arrive  at 
the  meaning  of  any  particular 
passage.  Now  when  we  read, 
in  Gen.  ix.  27.  the  prophecy 
which  I mentioned  in  a former 
paper,  that  God  shall  persuade 
Japhet , and  he  shall  dwell  in 
the  tent  of  Shem  ; and  when, 
on  opening  the  Targum  of  Jo- 
nathan, we  f nd  the  following 
gloss  given  of  that  passage, 
God  shall  enlarge  the  bounda- 
ries of  Japhet , and  his  sons 
shall  become  proselytes , and 
dwell  in  the  school  of  Shem; 


* Is.  viii.  20. 


when  again,  we  connect  with 
the  wotds  of  the  foregoing  text, 
the  remarkable  prophetical  de- 
claration of  God,  that  his 
ancient  people  shall,  by  reason 
of  their  sins,  be  called  by  the 
names,  Lo-ruhama,  and  Lo- 
ammi,  and  also  that  passage  of 
Malachi  i.  10,  11.  wherein  the 
Lord  says,  that  he  will  not 
accept  the  offering  of  his -own 
people,  for  from  the  rising  of 
the  sun , unto  the  going  down 
of  the  same , my  name  shall 
be  great  among  the  Gentiles . 
Comparing  all  these  different 
passages  with  each  other,  a 
key  is  thus  given  to  us  for 
unravelling  the  mysterious  pur- 
pose of  God  announced  in 
the  song  of  Moses,  that  he 
would  provoke  you  to  jealousy 
by  them  which  were  no  people ; 
and  it  is  manifest,  that  this  was 
to  be  accomplished  by  your 
exclusion  for  a time  from  the 
favour  of  God,  and  the  adop- 
tion of  the  Gentiles,  chiefly  of 
the  family  of  Japhet,  as  his 
people  in  your  room  and  place. 

Accordingly,  when  your  own 
Messiah  came  in  the  flesh,  at  the 
exact  time  predicted  in  Daniel’s 
prophecy  of  the  seventy  weeks, 
you  manifested  that  the  name 
of  Lo-ammi  had  been  bestowed 
upon  you  in  righteousness,  for 
you  rejected  the  Messiah  and 
crucified  him.  After  his  as- 
cension into  heaven,  to  sit  at  the 
right  hand  of  God,  according 
to  the  prediction  of  the  cxth 
Psalm,  a final  offer  of  mercy 
was  made  to  your  fathers  by 
the  preaching  of  the  apostles. 
Many  of  them  received  the 
word  of  salvation  with  gladness, 
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and  were  baptized  into  the  name 
of  Jesus.  But  the  great  body 
of  your  nation  continued  ob- 
stinate in  unbelief.-— To  fill  up 
the  chasm  which  was  thus  made 
in  his  church  by  your  unbelief, 
God  was  pleased  to  call  the 
Gentiles  to  occupy  that  place 
which  you  had  left  vacant  for 
them,  in  the  school,  or  tent,  of 
Shem.  Thus  God  moved  you 
to  jealousy  by  them  which  were 
not  a people , and  provoked  you 
to  anger  with  a foolish  nation. 

Accordingly  no  part  of  the 
Christian  dispensation  seems  to 
have  excited  a more  bitter  ani- 
mosity in  the  minds  of  your  un- 
believing fathers,  than  the  call 
of  the  Gentiles  into  the  church 
of  God.  When  the  apostle 
Paul  addressed  that  speech  to 
the  Jews,  which  is  recorded  in 
the  xxii.  chapter  of  Acts,  giving 
an  account  of  his  conversion  to 
the  faith  of  Christ,  they  pati- 
entty  listened  tohimtill  he  men- 
tioned the  following  words  of 
the  Lord  Jesus,  containing  his 
commission  to  preach  to  the 
Gentiles:  Depart , for  I will 
send  thee  far  hence  unto  the 
Gentiles.  On  hearing  these 
words,  your  forefathers  were 
exasperated  even  to  madness, 
sajdng,  Away  with  such  a fel- 
low from  the  earth , for  it  is 
not  ft  that  he  should  live  ; and 
they  cried  out , and  cast  off  their 
clothes , and  threw  dust  into  the 
air. 

I would  further  remark,  that 
the  fruitless  anxiety  you  your- 
self have  manifested,  to  prove 
that  there  is  no  Messiah  for  the 
Gentiles,  and  the  observations 
you  have  made  upon  the  im- 


possibility of  an  Amalekite  ob- 
taining salvation,  seem  to  pro- 
ceed from  the  very  same  source 
as  the  anger  of  your  ancestors, 
at  the  mention  made  by  Paul 
of  his  mission  to  the  Gentiles. 
You,  Sir,  like  them,  appear  to 
be  moved  to  jealousy,  and  pro- 
voked to  anger  at  that  merciful 
dispensation  of  the  Almighty, 
whereby  we,  which  formerly 
were  not  a people,  are  brought 
nigh  to  Him  ; and  we,  who  were 
once  a foolish  nation,  are,  thro’ 
the  faith  of  the  Lord  Messiah, 
made  wise  unto  salvation.  But 
it  may  be  said  to  you,  Sir,  as  the 
Lord  said  unto  Jonah;  Doest 
thou  well  to  be  angry?  Is  it 
right  that  the  creature  should, 
repine  because  the  Creator  is 
merciful?  Suffer  us  Gentiles 
to  expostulate  with  you,  upon 
the  unreasonableness  of  such 
feelings.  We  indeed,  Sir,  are 
not  of  the  family  of  Abraham 
according  to  natural  descent, 
but  are  we  not  the  children  of 
Adam  as  well  as  you  ? Are  we 
not, then,  your  brethren,  and  does 
not  the  law  of  the  Lord,  which 
saith,  Thou  shaft  love  thy  neigh- 
bour as  thyself,  teach  you  to 
rejoice,  if  the  Lord  shewetli 
mercy  to  the  Gentiles?  We 
would  wish  you,  Sir,  seriously 
to  consider  the  conduct,  and  im- 
bibe the  spirit,  of  your  father 
Abraham,  whose  earnest  and 
affectionate  intercession  to  the 
Lord  in  behalf  of  Sodom,  is 
recorded  in  the  book  of  Genesis 
for  the  instruction  of  his  pos- 
terity to  the  latest  generations. 
Surely  Abraham  would  have 
rejoiced  had  he  lived  in  the 
apostolic  age  to  witness  the  con- 
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version  of  the  Gentiles.  If  you 
then,  instead  of  rejoicing  at  this 
glorious  dispensation,  manifest 
a disposition  to  repine  at  it,  and 
a wish  to  prove,  against  the  ex- 
press letter  of  the  Scriptures, 
that  there  is  no  Messiah  for  the 
Gentiles,  do  not  these  things 
evince  that  you  are  of  another 
manner  of  spirit  than  your 
father  Abraham. 

O ! that  this  unholy  jealousy 
may  speedily  be  replaced  by 
a holy  emulation  on  your  part 
to  resume  your  ancient  place  in 
the  church  of  God.  There  is 
room  enough  in  the  tent  of  Shem 
for  us  both,  and  we  willingly 
acknowledge  that  the  most  ho- 
nourable place  belongs  to  you. 
The  mystical  olive  tree  has  long 
mourned  the  loss  of  its  topmost 
and  fairest  branches ; and 
though  we,  the  branches  of  a 
wild  olive,  have  been  grafted  in 
to  fill  up  the  void,  yet  even  we 
cannot  be  made  perfect  till  you 
are  grafted  in  again.  For  this 
glorious  event  we  wait  and  pray 
with  earnest  expectation  and 
affectionate  solicitude,  because 
we  have  a deep  concern  for  your 
spiritual  welfare ; and  we  are 
likewise  assured,  in  the  Newr 
Testament,  that  your  conversion 
is  to  be  as  life  from  the  dead  to 
the  world.  Then  shall  our  Sa- 
viour and  your  Messiah  be,  in 
a peculiar  manner,  the  glory  of 
his  people  Israel.* 

Turn  your  eyes,  Sir,  to  the 
edifying  spectacle  which  is 
now  exhibited  by  the  Christian 
church,  in  the  new  and  unheard 
of  efforts  for  the  universal  dif- 
fusion both  of  the  Old  and  New 


Testaments ! Behold  even  Jews 
becoming  subscribers  to  Bible 
Societies,  and  joining  in  this 
work  of  love!  See  the  nations 
in  the  remotest  corners  of  the 
earth  preparing  to  press  into 
the  kingdom  of  heaven  ! And 
shall  the  ancient  people  of  God 
exclude  themselves  from  the 
universal  J ubilee ! No,  it  shall 
not  be  so!  Israel  also  shall 
return , and  seek  the  Lord  their 
God  and  David  their  king , and 
shall  fear  the  Lord  and  his 
goodness  in  the  latter  days. 
Bui  though  the  body  of  your 
nation  shall  thus  return,  it  is 
a melancholy  consideration,  that 
some  of  the  children  of  Israel 
shall,  even  at  the  period  of  the 
second  redemption,  continue  to 
resist  the  Lord  Messiah,  and 
despise  his  grace  ; for  it  is  writ- 
ten, in  a passage  of  Ezekiel  to 
which  I have  already  referred, 
(cli.  xx.  38.)  that  the  Lord  shall 
at  that  time  purge  out  from 
among  his  people  the  rebels,  and 
they  shall  not  enter  into  the 
land  of  Israel.  It  is  plain,  there- 
fore, that  even  at  that  blissful 
era,  the  being  of  the  natural  seed 
of  Abraham  shall  not  be  enough 
to  secure  the  salvation  of  any 
individual  of  his  family,  unless 
he  also  imbibes  the  spirit  of  his 
great  ancestor.  Surely,  then,  it 
becomes  every  Jew,  seriously 
to  examine  himself,  whether  he 
possesses  those  features  of  cha- 
racter, which  shall  distinguish 
the  true  Israelites,  from  those 
rebels  who  are  to  be  purged 
out  from  among  them. 

I remain,  Sir,  Yours,  &c. 
William  Cuninghame, 

Jan.  9.  1817. 


* See  Romans  xi,  14 — 32. 
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SUFFERINGS  OF  THE  JEWS  IN 
GERMANY. 

[ From  Mrs • Hannah  A dams's  History  of 
the  «/etcs.] 

The  Jews  have  been  more 
frequently  accused  of  enor- 
mous crimes  in  Germany  than 
in  any  other  part  of  Europe. 
When  the  Persians  and  Tartars 
made  incursions  into  this  coun- 
try, they  were  charged  with 
favouring  and  assisting  these 
enterprizes,  in  hopes  of  being 
delivered  from  the  persecutions 
which  they  suffered  from  the 
Christians.  They  were,  pro- 
bably more  justly,  accused  the 
same  year  of  opposing  the 
conversion  of  a young  man  of 
their  nation  at  Frankfort,  who 
was  desirous  of  receiving  bap- 
tism.* The  people  were  in- 
censed at  this  opposition,  and 
arms  were  seized  on  both  sides. 
Several  Christians  lost  their 
lives;  and  about  one  hundred 
and  eighty  Jews  perished  by  the 
sword,  or  the  fire  they  had 
kindled.  One  half  of  the  city 
was  consumed  ; and  the  most 
prudent  among  them  were  in- 
duced to  profess  Christianity, 
to  avoid  being  sacrificed  to  the 
resentment  of  the  multitude^ 

The  Jews  in  Germany  were 
frequently  accused  of  murder- 
ing  Christian  children  at  their 
passover.  The  first  instance 
which  occurs  was  at  Haguenau 


* Basnage,  p 682. 

+ The  fervour  of  the  Jews  is  singu- 
larly inclined  to  fanaticism;  and  they 
are  highly  incensed  when  one  of  their 
members  abjures  his  religion.  This  is  in 
consequence  of  a principle  imputed  to 
Maimonides,  that  those  who  abandon 
Judaism  ought  to  be  persecuted  to  hell. 
— Gregoire , p.  84. 


in  Lower  Alsatia,  where  three  of 
them  were  found  dead  in  a Jew- 
ish house.  Complaint  was  made 
to  the  emperor  Frederic  II. 
who,  not  being  inclined  to 
believe  the  report,  coldly  re- 
plied, “ that,  since  the  children 
were  dead,  they  must  be  bu- 
ried.” This  instance  of  his  in- 
credulity exasperated  the  peo- 
ple ; but  as  they  were  unable 
to  prove  the  alleged  crime, 
the  Jews,  upon  paying  a con- 
siderable sum,  obtained  a fa- 
vourable judgment  from  the 
emperor.J 

About  this  time  those  of 
Munich  in  Bavaria  suffered  a 
severe  calamity.  An  old  wo- 
man having  confessed  that  she 
sold  them  a child,  whom  they 
murdered,  the  people,  without 
waiting  the  event  of  a trial, 
put  to  death  all  of  this  miser- 
able race  whom  they  could 
find.  The  town  officers,  after 
attempting  in  vain  to  suppress 
the  tumult,  advised  the  Jews 
to  retire  into  their  synagogue, 
which  was  a strong  stone  build- 
ing. They  complied;  but 
notwithstanding  great  efforts 
were  made  by  the  duke  and 
the  officers  to  appease  and  dis- 
perse the  multitude,  they  were 
all  burned  and  destroyed  in  it.§ 
An  accusation  of  a similar 
nature  was  brought  against 
those  of  W urtzburgh  and  Bern, 
where  they  were  massacred  in 
the  same  manner. 

Notwithstanding  these  perse- 
cutions, the  Jew  s in  Germany 
boast  of  the  learned  rabbies 
who  appeared  in  the  thirteenth 
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century,  particularly  Baruc 
and  Eliezer  de  Germeciman, 
both  of  whom  were  famous 
cabbalists  ; and  the  latter  wrote 
a celebrated  treatise,  called, 
“ The  Mantle  of  the  Lord.” 
Meir  de  Rottemburgh  was  also 
distinguished  for  his  learning, 
and  became  the  judge  and 
chief  doctor  of  his  German 
brethren.* 

The  Jews  flourished  in  Li- 
thuania during  the  thirteenth 
century.  King  Boleslaus  grant- 
ed them  liberty  of  conscience 
and  other  privileges,  which 
they  preserved  under  his  suc- 
cessors. Their  prosperity  ex- 
cited the  envy  of  the  populace, 
who  endeavoured  to  disturb 
their  peace,  and  blast  their  re- 
putation. It  was  observed  in 
the  council  of  Vienna,  which 
was  convened  in  1267,  that 
they  were  become  so  numerous 
and  powerful  that  the  income 
of  the  clergy  was  considerably 
diminished.  It  was,  therefore, 
ordained  that  they  should  re- 
imburse them,  in  proportion 
to  what  they  might  have  con- 
sidered themselves  entitled, 
had  their  families  been  Chris- 
tian. The  council  also  en- 
acted, that  they  should  be 
compelled  to  demolish  the  new 
and  superb  synagogues  which 
they  had  erected,  and  be  con- 
tented with  their  former  places 
of  worship.  These  decrees, 
however,  proved  abortive;  for 
the  German  princes  and  nobles 
protected  those  who  refused  to 
obey ; and  even  obliged  their 
officers  to  afford  shelter  to  the 
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unhappy  victims  who  implored 
their  assistance.  The  clergy 
were,  therefore,  necessitated  to 
pursue  more  violent  measures, 
and  excommunicated  all  who 
favoured  and  defended  the 
Jews.t 

A new  regulation  was  made 
at  Augsburg  upon  observing 
that  they  did  not  consider  it  a 
crime  to  violate  their  oaths; 
Previously  to  this  time  they 
had  been  compelled  to  swear 
by  the  saints,  by  the  blessed 
Mary,  or  even  by  the  Son  of 
God.  But,  as  they  made  no 
scruple  to  violate  these  oaths, 
they  were  obliged  to  swear  by 
the  name  of  God,  and  the  law 
of  Moses.  Yet  they  supposed 
even  these  solemn  engagements 
were  annulled  on  the  great  day 
of  expiation  ; and  could,  there- 
fore, be  of  force  for  only  one 
year.  It  is  also  said,  that  a 
number  of  their  casuists  au- 
thorize deception,  equivocation, 
mental  restriction,  and  hypo- 
crisy 4 According  to  a con- 
cession of  the  Talmud,  it  is 
lawful  to  dissemble  for  the  sake 
of  peaces 

About  this  time  the  disputes 
between  the  Rabbinists  (|  and 
Caraites  were  conducted  with 
great  violence.  Aaron  Cohen, 
a rabbi  of  great  learning,  who 
was  the  head  of  the  latter  sect, 
wrote  a treatise  to  expose  the 
absurdities  of  the  Talmud.  He 
explained  their  articles  of  faith, 


f Basnage,  p.  684.  Modern  Univer. 
Hist.  vol.  xiii.  p.  337. 

J Gregoire,  i; . 81. 
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and  styled  bis  work,  u The 
Tree  of  Life,”  because  he  sup- 
posed a belief  of  their  dogmas 
necessary  in  order  to  attain 
eternal  salvation.  Though  he 
acknowledged  a resurrection, 
he  confined  it  only  to  the  true 
believers  of  the  house  of  Israel. 
But  notwithstanding  his  at- 
tempt to  lessen  the  attachment 
which  the  Caraites  began  to 
discover  to  tradition,  rabbi  Nis- 
si,  another  famous  doctor  of 
this  sect,  was  obliged,  at  the 
earnest  request  of  his  pupils, 
to  explain  the  Misna.  Even 
Aaron  was  at  length  induced  to 
give  an  allegorical  explication 
of  several  passages  of  scripture. 
But  though  this  relaxation  in 
the  tenets  of  their  opponents 
gratified  the  rabbinists,*  the 
hatred  between  the  two  sects 
continued  with  unabated  vio- 
lence, f 

During  the  contest  between 
Adolphus  of  Nassau  and  Al- 
bert of  Austria,  each  of  whom 
had  been  elected  emperor,  a 
fanatical  peasant,  named  Raind 
Fleisch,  taking  advantage  of 
the  wars  which  raged  in  Ger- 
many, commenced  an  iutine- 
rant  preacher  in  the  upper 
Palatinate,  and  other  provinces. 
He  pretended  that  God  had 
sent  him  to  exterminate  the 
Jews  ; and,  in  order  to  exaspe- 
rate the  people  against  them, 


* Basnage,  p.  685. 
t The  hatred  between  these  sect9  is 
carried  so  far,  that  the  Rabbinists  assert, 
that  if  a Caraite  and  a Christian  happen 
to  be  in  danger  of  drowning  together, 
they  ought  to  make  a bridge  of  the  body 
of  the  Caraite,  in  order  to  6a*e  the 
Christian.— Gregoire,  p.  86. 


asserted  that  they  had  stolen  a 
consecrated  host.  The  credu- 
lous multitude,  without  further 
inquiry,  immediately  seized 
upon  those  in  Nuremberg, 
Rottemburgh,  and  several  other 
towns  in  Franconia  and  Bava- 
ria, and  put  them  to  death. 
Others  chose  rather  to  destroy 
themselves  with  their  wives, 
children,  and  effects,  than  be 
thrown  into  the  flames  by  their 
enemies.  Albert  would  gladly 
have  suppressed  this  barbarous 
massacre ; but  he  was  afraid 
that  Raind  Fleisch,  who  was  re- 
garded as  a messenger  from  God, 
would  persuade  the  people  to 
favour  and  join  his  competitor. 
The  persecution  was  at  length 
stopped,  and  the  city  of  N urem- 
berg  laid  under  a heavy  fine, 
besides  being  half  consumed 
by  the  fire  which  the  miserable 
Jews  had  set  to  their  houses.^ 
The  council,  which  pope 
Clement  V.  convened  at  Vi- 
enna against  the  Templars, 
condemned  the  usury  of  the 
Jews,  and  decreed  that  those 
who  favoured  them  should  be 
considered  as  hereticks.  This 
edict  involved  them  in  vex- 
atious lawsuits,  and  other  mis- 
fortunes. They  were,  how- 
ever, in  some  measure  relieved 
by  Menicho,  bishop  of  Spires, 
who  forbade  them  to  be  mo- 
lested on  that  account  in  his 
dominions ; and  alleged,  that 
the  law  could  not  concern  them, 
seeing  the  church  does  not 
judge  those  that  are  without. 
A few  years  after,  Lewis  I. 


$ Basnage,  p.  685.  Modern  Univer. 
Hist.  yoI.  xiii.  p.  340. 
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king  of  Hungary,  banished 
them  from  all  his  dominions.* 

The  Flagellants,  who  arose 
in  the  fourteenth  century,  and 
derived  their  name  from  the 
cruel  scourges  which  they  in- 
flicted upon  their  own  persons, 
supposed  that  murdering  the 
enemies  of  Christ  would  render 
their  penance  more  acceptable. + 
Accordingly  they  plundered 
and  burnt  the  Jews  at  Spires, 
_Strasburg,and  Thuringen.  But, 
after  committing  some  outrages 
at  Frankfort,  they  agreed  to  an 
accommodation.  A Jew  named 
Cicogne,  whose  family  was  nu- 
merous in  that  city,  being  dis- 
satisfied with  the  compromise, 
threw  fire  into  the  town-house, 
which  consumed  the  building, 
and  all  the  records  preserved  in 
it.  The  flames  spread  to  the 
cathedral,  which  was  reduced 
to  ashes.  This  crime  was  se- 
verely punished ; for  not  oidy 
the  incendiary,  but  all  his 
brethren  in  Frankfort,  a few 
excepted  who  retired  into  Bo- 
hemia, were  put  to  death.! 

In  the  course  of  the  same 
year  the  Jews  were  accused  of 
poisoning  the  rivers,  wells,  and 
reservoirs  of  water.  They  were 
suspected  of  this  crime  upon 
no  other  foundation,  than  that 
they  had  escaped  the  common 


* Basnage,  p.  686. 

+ It  has  been  asserted,  that  before 
these  fanaticks  began  their  penance, 
they  read  their  commission  with  an  au- 
dible voice,  which  was  comprised  in  a 
letter  sent  to  them  by  the  Almighty  him- 
self. and  delivered  to  them  by  an  angel, 
with  express  command  to  scourge  them- 
selves and  massacre  the  Jews.—  Picart's 
Jteligiaus  Ceremonies  of  the  Jetcs , p.  172. 
t Basnage,  p.  686, 
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mortality  which  took  place  in 
most  parts  of  Europe.  A sus- 
picion being  sufficient  to  con- 
demn them,  a new  massacre 
ensued  in  several  provinces  of 
Germany,  in  which  some  were 
burned,  and  others  cruelly 
slaughtered.  Those  of  Metz, 
however,  resolved  to  defend 
themselves ; and  having  seized 
about  two  hundred  unarmed 
Christians  put  them  to  death  in 
a barbarous  manner.  The  in- 
censed populace  collected,  fu- 
riously attacked,  and  killed 
twelve  thousand  Jews.  They 
next  set  fire  to  their  houses, 
which  spread  and  raged  so  ve- 
hemently, that  the  great  bell 
and  glass  in  the  cathedral  church 
were  melted  down.  The  per- 
secution of  this  miserable  peo- 
ple extended  over  all  Germany. 
In  the  imperial  cities  all  their 
houses  w'ere  demolished,  and 
castles  and  towers  built  with 
the  materials.^ 

Robert,  the  reigning  count 
Palatine,  and  his  ministers,  en- 
deavoured in  vain  to  suppress 
the  tumult  and  afford  an  asylum 
to  an  injured  race,  whose  in- 
nocence was  acknowledged  by 
honest  men.  But  they  were 
opposed  by  some  bf  the  nobi- 
lity ; and  the  populace  accused 
them  of  accepting  bribes  to 
defend  the  enemies  of  Christ. 
All  the  Jewish  inhabitants  of 
Ulm,  together  with  their  pro- 
perty and  effects,  were  burned ; 
their  wretched  brethren  who 
survived  in  those  parts  were 
without  friends,  or  a place  of 
refuge,  the  princes  not  daring 


* Basnage,  p.  6S§. 
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at  so  critical  a time  to  interpose 
in  their  behalf. 

At  Lithuania,  however,  they 
met  with  more  equitable  treat- 
ment. Casimire  t lie  Great  being 
enamoured  with  a beautiful 
Jewess,  named  Esther,  had,  at 
her  request,  granted  them  se- 
veral considerable  privileges.* 

Those  Jews  who  had  fled 
for  refuge  to  Bohemia  were  not 
better  treated  than  their  brethren 
in  Germany.  Winceslaus,t 
the  emperor  and  king  of  Bohe- 
mia, equally  discharged  the 
cities  and  nobility  from  the 
debts  they  owed  to  these  miser- 
able objects  of  persecution. 
The  people,  therefore,  con- 
sidering them  abandoned  by 
that  prince,  attacked  them  at 
Gotha,  and  a terrible  carnage 
ensued.  The  Jews  of  Spires, 
without  distinction  of  age  or 
sex,  were  all  put  to  death,  ex- 
cept a few  children,  who  were 
hurried  to  the  font  to  be  bap- 
tized. As  a pretence  for  this 
cruelty,  they  were  accused  of 
insulting  a priest  as  he  was  car- 
rying the  sacrament  to  a sick 
person.  The  citizens  of  Prague, 
irritated  at  seeing  them  cele- 
brate their  passover,  chose  that 
time  to  burn  their  synagogue, 
and  those  who  there  engaged  in 
devotional  exercises.  This  in- 
human deed  was  executed  with- 
out any  opposition,  and  not 
one  of  them  escaped.:}; 

Soon  after,  they  were  again 


* Basnage,  p.  6S6. 

+ This  prince,  having  rendered  himself 
odious  to  his  people  by  his  intemperance 
and  other  vices,  sought  to  regain  their 
favour  by  his  severity  to  the  Jews. 

X Basnage,  p.  687. 


accused  of  poisoning  the  rivers 
and  springs,  and  punished  for 
this  pretended  crime.  The 
persecution  was  not  confined  to 
Germany,  but  extended  to  Italy, 
Provence,  and  other  parts.  The 
Jewish  historians  assert,  that 
the  emperor  was  convinced  of 
their  innocence,  and  represent- 
ed to  his  council,  that  it  was 
impossible  for  them  to  be  guil- 
ty of  this  offence,  as  the  rivers 
and  springs,  which  have  a free 
and  unrestrained  course,  cannot 
be  contaminated  by  poison.  But 
the  people  were  so  highly  ex- 
asperated against  this  miserable 
race,  that,  in  order  to  preserve 
them  from  more  dreadful  cala- 
mities, the  emperor  was  under 
the  necessity  of  issuing  an  edict, 
enjoining  them  to  depart  the 
country,  or  receive  baptism. 
The  Jews  assert,  that  few  at 
this  time  were  induced  to  apos- 
tatize, or,  as  they  expressed  it, 
“ to  forsake  the  glory  of  their 
God.”§ 

Great  numbers  of  the  Jews 
had  settled  in  Thuringia  and 
Misnia.  But,  at  the  commence- 
ment of  the  fifteenth  century, 
the  landgraves  exacted  vast 
sums  for  affording  them  .an 
asylum.  Upon  their  refusal 
to  pay  an  enormous  tax,  they 
were  arrested  and  imprisoned, 
and  obliged  to  give  up  a large 
part  of  their  wealth  in  order 
to  regain  their  liberty.|| 

About  this  period,  the  council 
of  Basil  commanded  the  pre- 
lates in  all  the  places  where 
there  were  Jews,  to  appoint 


$ Mod.  Univ.  Hist.  vol.  xiii.  p.  343. 
jj  Basnage,  p.  637. 
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learned  divines  to  preach  to 
them,  and  obliged  them,  under 
the  severest  penalties,  to  attend 
the  sermons.  At  the  same  time, 
the  Christians  were  prohibited 
from  having  any  social  inter- 
course with  them,  or  employing 
them  as  servants,  nurses,  far- 
mers, or  physicians.  They 
were  not  permitted  to  reside  in 
houses  near  any  church,  or  in 
the  inside  of  any  city.  This 
degraded  people  were  also 
compelled  to  wear  a particular 
habit;  and  condemned  to  lose 
all  the  sums  they  lent  on  sacred 
books,  crosses,  and  the  orna- 
ments of  churches.* 

Twenty  years  after,  Lewis  X. 
duke  of  Bavaria,  banished  them 
from  his  dominions,  without  re- 
garding his  own  interest,  or  the 
remonstrances  of  his  friends. 
He  also  confiscated  all  their 
effects,  and  erected  publick 
edifices  in  the  places  where 
they  had  inhabited. f 
The  princes  of  Mecklenburgh 
also  treated  this  wretched  peo- 
ple with  extreme  rigour.  They 
were  accused  of  offering  an 
indignity  to  a consecrated  host, 
which  they  purchased  of  a 
priest;  for  this  crime  thirty 
Jews,  together  with  the  priest, 
were  put  to  a cruel  death. 
Seven  years  after,  those  of  Nu- 
remberg, who  were  numerous 
and  affluent,  were  banished  from 
the  city.  The  citizens  charged 
them  with  various  offences,  in 
order  to  palliate  their  severity. 
But  the  principal  cause  ap- 
pears to  have  been  their  wealth, 


* Jortin’s  Remarks  on  Fxcles.  Fist. 
+ BasDage,  p.  720. 


and  the  usurious  practices  to 
which  they  were  addicted. J 
Their  expulsion  was  pro- 
bably accelerated  by  the  ap- 
pearance of  an  impostor,  named 
David  Leimlein.  Though  he 
had  not  the  temerity  to  declare 
himself  the  Messiah,  he  confi- 
dently affirmed,  that  the  mighty 
conqueror  would  appear  in  the 
year  1500.  He  styled  himself 
chief  of  the  army  of  Israel,  and 
went  to  Lisbon  and  persuaded 
a young  convert  to  return  to 
Judaism,  and  act  in  concert 
with  him.  He  gave  him  the 
name  of  Solomon  Malcho,  and 
exhorted  him  to  diligently  read 
the  rabbinical  writings.  His 
pupil  made  such  rapid  progress 
in  his  studies,  that  the  Italian 
Jews  affirmed  his  sermons  were 
dictated  by  some  angel.  Not 
contented  with  preaching,  he 
compiled  several  curious  trea- 
tises, which  increased  his  repu- 
tation. Meantime,  David  dis- 
tinguished himself  by  his  long 
fasting,  being  sometimes  six 
days  without  takihg  any  food, 
and  thus  attracted  publick  no- 
tice and  admiration.  The  cre- 
dulous Jews  were  hence  in- 
duced to  demolish  their  ovens, 
expecting  the  following  year  to 
eat  unleavened  bread  in  Jeru- 
salem. While  they  were  pre- 
paring for  the  voyage,  David, 
perceiving  that  he  had  set  too 
short  a time  for  their  pretended 
deliverance,  declared,  that u the 
sins  of  the  nation  had  retarded 
the  coming  of  the  Messiah.” 
This  caused  the  infatuated 
people  to  assemble  near  Jeru- 


J Basnage,  p.  729. 
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salem  and  appoint  a solemn  fast, 
in  order  to  appease  the  anger  of 
God,  and  hasten  the  appear- 
ance of  their  long  expected  de- 
liverer.* 

At  length,  Malcho,  who  de- 
clared himself  the  precursor  of 
the  Messiah,  was  so  imprudent 
as  to  desire  an  audience  of 
Charles  V.  then  at  Mantua. 
He  was  admitted  ; but  that  mo- 
narch caused  him  to  be  arrested, 
and  put  to  a cruel  death. + 


REMARKS  ON  DANIEL  XI. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  J ewish  Expositor- 
Gentlemen, 

When  my  former  remarks 
were  submitted  to  you,  the  pa* 
per  of  I.  K.  S.  inserted  in  your 
Miscellany  in  July  last,  had  not 
made  its  appearance.  Having 
since  attentively  considered  it, 
and  also  his  further  observations 
in  your  Supplement,  I am  still 
of  opinion  the  subject  has  not 
been  so  fully  illustrated  as  its  im- 
portance requires.  I cannot  pre- 
sume that  any  suggestions  which 
I may  offer,  will  have  that  ef- 
fect, yet  may  a hint  thrown  out 
lead  to  a more  enlarged  discus- 
sion, and  a better  understanding 
of  the  subject  consequently 
ensue. 

The  statement  of  I.  K.  S.  that 
in  the  judgment  of  all  com- 
mentators, ancient  and  modern, 


* Bas-nage,  p.729. 

+ Lemlein  was  sent  prisoner  to  Spain, 
and  died  there  a few  days  after  his  con- 
finement. Yet  such  was  the  infatuation 
of  the  Italian  Jews,  that  a long  time 
elapsed  before  they  would  believe  but 
that  he  was  still  alive  in  this  kingdom. — 
Modern  Univ.  Hist . vol.  xiii.  p.  393. 


the  little  horn  is  u Antioch u& 
Epiphanes,”  and  that  this  cha- 
racter forms  the  subject  of  chap, 
viii.  9 — 14.  23 — 26.  and  xi. 
21—45.  must  be  received  cum 
grano  sal  is,  since  it  may  be 
proved  that  many  of  the  most 
able  modern  commentators  have 
given  a different  solution  of  the 
matter.  His  sentiments,  I per- 
ceiye,  generally  coincide  with 
the  illustrations  of  u Wintle  on 
Daniel,”  and  as  they  have  been 
evidently  drawn  from  the  same 
sources,  it  is  rather  to  be  ex- 
pected. But  the  latter  com- 
mentator, though  he  partly 
maintains  the  opinion  advanc- 
ed by  I.  K.  S.  admits  also  that 
the  expositions  of  many  authors, 
which  represent  u the  Romans” 
to  be  6C  the  little  horn”  and  u the 
king  of  an  obdurate  counte- 
nance,” are  well  supported, 
and  deserve  consideration ; and 
acknowledges  that  the  pro- 
phecy may  extend  to  the  re- 
motest period  of  time.  In  re- 
marking on  the  scheme  of 
another  able  and  ingenious 
writer,  Mr.Amner,  he  observes, 
u his  plan  of  referring  and  con- 
fining the  whole  of  Daniel’s 
prophecies  altogether  to  the 
times  of  Epiphanes,  to  say  no 
more  of  it,  seems  quite  repug- 
nant to  the  general  scheme 
and  manner  of  this  prophet.” 
Mr.  Wintle  also  patronises  the 
system  of  a primary  and  remote 
accomplishment  of  prophecy, 
but  this  doctrine,  I conceive, 
lias  led  to  a loose  and  indefinite 
exposition  of  Scripture,  and  has 
tended,  by  darkening  counsel, 
more  to  the  injury  of  the 
race  of  Abraham,  by  weakening 
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their  interest  in  the  minds  of  the  lias  been  determined  by  him. 
Christian  world,  than  the  com-  As  his  volumes  are  easily  to  be 
binalion  of  all  other  causes.  obtained,  I shall  only  present 
That  the  author  of  the  books  to  the  notice  of  your  readers 
of  Maccabees,  Josephus,  and  the  concluding  sentence  of  his 
Jerome,  have  maintained  the  chapters  on  the  subject,  pre- 
fulfilment  of  these  prophecies  mising,  however,  that  in  a post- 
in the  person  of  “ Antiochus  criticism  on  the  first  clause  of 
Epiphanes,”  may  be  admitted,  ver.  23.  whicli  appeared  in  a 
but  they  are  by  no  means  com-  respectable  periodical  work, 
petent  or  conclusive  evidence,  he  has  in  substance  stated,  that 
Their  opinions  appear  to  me  of  the  words  should  be  read  “in 
little  authority,  seeing  they  had  the  extremity,  or  on  the  border, 
not  those  advantages,  which  of  their  kingdom,  a king  of 
later  commentators  have  enjoy-  fierce  countenance  shall  stand 
ed,  arising  from  the  important  up,”  applying  it  to  the  juxta 
succession  of  events  during  the  position  of  Arabia,  the  birth- 
lapse  of  many  centuries,  and  place  and  seat  of  the  Moham- 
whicli  have  enabled  them  to  medan  imposture.  “ We  have 
apply  their  knowledge  with  so  seen,”  says  he,  “ that  although 
great  felicity  of  argument.  the  character  of  the  little  horn 

That  Antiochus  Epiphanes  agrees  in  some  particulars  with 
cannot  be  the  “ little  horn,”  is  those  of  Antiochus  Epiphanes, 
to  me  manifest,  since  he  can  the  Homans,  and  the  power  of 
only  be  considered  as  one  of  infidelity,  yet  it  entirely  d is- 
the  four  horns  of  the  Macedo-  agrees  with  them  in  others, 
nian  empire,  in  the  same  sense  The  result,  therefore,  of  the 
as  Antiochus  the  Great,  or  any  whole  inquiry  must  be  this, 
other  of  his  predecessors : and  that  the  prophet  designed  to 
moreover  as  he  did  not  appear  symbolize  by  the  little  horn 
“ in  the  latter  end,”  but  com-  Mohammedism,  and  nothing 
paratively  early  in  the  era  of  but  Mohammedism. 
their  kingdom.  To  this  may  be  adjoined  the 

That  the  Romans  can  be  testimony  of  an  invaluable 
that  “ little  horn,”  is  a point  commentator  on  scripture,  who 
never  to  be  conceded,  since  on  has  ably  treated  the  prophecies 
the  same  ground  they  constitu-  in  general,  and  abundantly 
ted  the  fourth  beast,  and  there-  served  the  cause  of  the  Jews  by 
fore  cannot  be  a little  horn  of  his  elucidations  of  those  in 
the  third  kingdom.  particular  which  regard  that 

No  subject  however  has  been  people.  He  remarks  on  Dan. 
so  clearly  illustrated  as  the  viii.  9 — 12.  that  he  had  for- 
eighth  chapter  of  Daniel,  by  merly  entertained  a different 
Mr.  Faber,  in  his  Dissertation  opinion,  <4  but  that  the  careful 
on  Prophecy.  The  question,  so  and  repeated  perusal  of  Mr. 
far  as  it  relates  to  the  little  horn,  Fabet’s  book  had  convinced  him 
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that  the  Mohammedan  delusion 
is  there  pointed  out.” 

I.  K.  S.  has  admitted  one 
important  ground  of  argument, 
which,  were  his  sentiments  res- 
pecting the  same  eighth  chapter 
likewise  changed,  I should  be 
inclined  to  hope  that,  with  the 
superior  learning  he  has  mani- 
fested, he  would  be  able  to 
establish  the  point  now  in 
question,  whether  the  Arabian 
imposture  be  also  predicted, 
chap.  xi.  31 — 45.  for  he  con- 
siders those  verses  as  connected 
with  the  prophecies  concerning 
“ the  little  horn,”  and  “ the 
king  of  fierce  countenance.” 
There  can  be  no  doubt,  except 
as  one  author,  <c  Frere,”  has 
referred  the  whole  to  the  fugi- 
tive monarchs  of  a neighbour- 
ing kingdom,  that  the  verses 
21 — 30.  prefigure  the  tyranny 
of  Antiochus;  but  the  difficulty 
seems  to  rest  on  the  turn  given 
to  the  first  clause  of  verse  31, 
the  incidental  mention  of  the 
ships  of  Chittim,  as  allies  of 
Ptolemy  Philometer,  which  are 
said  in  the  preceding  verse  to 
come  against  and  cause  the 
return  of  Antiochus,  induc- 
ing the  inference  that  they 
become  the  subject  of  prophecy 
in  the  thirty- first  and  succeeding 
verses.  If,  however,  as  Mr. 
Faber  has  proved,  the  eighth 
chapter  contains  the  history  of 
the  third  kingdom,  and  of  the 
Mohammedan  horn  ; and  if  the 
eleventh  chapter  be,  as  admitted 
by  I.  K.  S.  a farther  illustration 
of  the  eighth  chapter  ; it  seems 
impossible  to  believe  otherwise, 
than  that  Mohammedism  must 
be  the  prominent  and  most  con- 


spicuous object  of  the  eleventh 
chapter,  but  if  it  be  not  the 
subject  of  verses  31 — 45.  where 
is  it  to  be  found. 

A just  exposition  of  the 
thirty-first  verse  is  attended 
with  great  difficulty,  but  is  un- 
questionably of  the  very  first 
importance,  for  on  it  hinges 
any  correct  interpretation  of 
the  succeeding  verses.  No 
opinion  lias  been  advanced  on 
this  point,  even  by  the  most 
eminent  commentators,  with- 
out great  hesitation.  Mr. 
W intie  translates  the  first 
clause,  “ But  mighty  powers 
shall  stand  up  from  these,”  and 
supposes  the  latter  words,  “from 
these,”  to  refer  to  the  antece- 
dent, “ the  ships  of  Chittim,” 
but  admits  that  the  exposition 
is  liable  to  objection,  and  jus- 
tifies the  course  he  takes  by  a 
reference  to  Bishop  Newton’s 
Treatise  on  the  same  subject. 
The  words,  “ from  these,”  may 
however  refer  to  the  two  horns 
of  the  third  kingdom,  the  Egyp- 
tian and  Syrian  kingdoms,  of 
which  the  prophet  had  been 
speaking  ; and  the  text,  (if 
such  Dan.  viii.  12.  and  23.  may 
be  called.)  of  which  the  pre- 
sent prophecy  forms  a farther 
illustration,  seems  to  confirm 
the  conjecture.  Then  by  the 
“ mighty  powers”  may  have 
been  intended  (he  Arabian,  Sa- 
racenic and  Turkish  powers, 
all  of  which  have  contributed 
to  support  and  establish  the  Mo- 
hammedan imposture  through 
the  whole  extent  of  the  Mace- 
donian kingdom. 

If,  therefore,  “ the  little 
horn,”  which  was  to  arise  ir> 
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the  latter  end  of  the  Grecian 
kingdom,  or,  as  Mr.  Faber  has 
explained  it,  “ at  the  extremity 
or  on  the  borders  of  their  king- 
dom,” be  Mohammedism  or 
Mohammed  and  his  successors, 

_ the  verse  in  question  seems 
justly  to  refer  in  the  order  of 
the  prophecy  to  the  very  same 
event,  and  demands  the  same 
exposition.  The  path  being 
thus  clear,  Mohammedism  must 
be  that  desolating  abomination 
which  trampled  on  the  sanctu- 
ary of  the  Saviour,  and  fixed 
its  polluted  standard  on  the 
strong  hold  of  Zion,  and  its 
inferior  fortresses  or  places  of 
defence,  the  Mahuzzim,  by 
converting  those  temples,  ho- 
noured by  the  worship  of 
Christ,  into  mosques  for  the 
disciples  of  Mohammed. 

This  view  of  the  subject 
is  very  much  confirmed  by 
Daniel  xii.  7.  and  11.  for  if  An- 
tiochus,  or  the  Romans,  be  the 
desolating  abomination  which 
has  laid  waste  the  sanctuary  of 
the  Most  High,  then  are  the  time, 
times,  and  a half,  according  to 
the  received  notions  of  these 
times,  as  years,  long  since  past, 
and  the  period  for  scattering 
the  power  of  the  holy  people 
accomplished.  Why  then  are 
not  the  Jews  restored,  and  the 
health  of  the  daughter  of  God’s 
people  recovered  ? Or  if  the 
sacrifice  were  taken  away  by 
them  or  either  of  them,  then 
must  the  1290  days  (years)  from 
the  time  that  the  abomination 
was  to  be  set  up,  have  been 
long  since  fulfilled ; but  if  Mo- 
hammedism be  that  “ abomi- 
nation of  desolation,”  which 


was  set  up  and  perfected  in  the 
year  622,  then  these  events 
remain  to  be  accomplished. 
Of  this  there  remains  in  my 
mind  no  doubt,  and  the  period 
doubtless  approaches  when  all 
things  shall  be  fulfilled. 

In  conformity  with  this  opi- 
nion, may  all  the  remaining 
verses  be  easily  explained. 
Jews  and  Christians  were,  on 
the  establishment  of  Mohamme- 
dism, invited  to  join  the  Mos- 
lem standard,  the  alcoran  ad- 
mitting the  books  of  Moses 
and  the  inspiration  of  the  pro- 
phets for  that  very  purpose, 
and  thus  many  of  them  “ were 
corrupted  by  flatteries,”  yet 
were  many  also  enabled  to  act 
wisely,  and  though  they  were 
consumed  by  fire  and  sword, 
and  have  been  captives  in  their 
own  land,  during  the  last 
twelve  centuries,  yet  have  they 
continued  to  bear  a feeble  testi- 
mony in  the  cause  of  the  one 
true  God,  in  every  place  where 
this  hateful  tyranny  has  pre- 
vailed, even  throughout  the 
polluted  regions  of  the  deso- 
lating tyrant.  They  received 
a little,  yet  but  a little,  help 
from  the  infatuated  crusaders 
and  the  Greek  Emperors,  till 
the  rescued  and  remaining 
portions  of  the  Macedonian 
empire  fell  also  under  the  ruth- 
less sway  of  these  lawless  sa- 
vages. 66  For  still  for  an  ap- 
pointed time,  a king  shall  even 
act  according  to  his  will,  and 
shall  exalt  himself  and  mag- 
nify himself  above  every  god, 
and  against  the  God  of  gods 
shall  he  speak  marvellously, 
and  shall  prosper  unto  the  com- 
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pletion  of  the  indignation,  for 
the  decision  is  made.  Yet  he 
shall  come  to  his  end,  and 
none  shall  help  him.”*  Then 
shall  every  Jew  that  is  found 
written  in  the  book  [of  the 
living,]  and  every  Christian 
who  has  so  long  groaned  under 
the  i roii  yoke  of  M ohammedism, 
worship  God  in  spirit  and  in 
truth,  without  tear  or  molesta- 
tion, for  u the  sanctuary  shall 
be  cleansed.”  B. 


SHORT  ACCOUNTS  OF  CON- 
VERTED JEWS. 

To  the  Editors  of  the  Jeuiish  Expositor. 

Gentlemen, 

As  I understand  it  to  be  your 
design  to  preserve  in  your  pub- 
lication the  records  of  such 
Jews  as  have  been  from  time  to 
time  converted  to  Christianity, 
J send  you  the  two  following 
brief  accounts,  the  first  of 
which  was  received  from  the 
Secretary  of  the  Dutch  Missio- 
nary Society  in  J 799,  and  the 
last  was  published  by  the 
deacons  of  a dissenting  con- 
gregation, at  Bury  St.  Ed- 
munds, in  1803. 

I am,  Gentlemen,  Yours, 
Amicus. 

Account  of  the  Conversion  of 
LeviP.  and  Catharine  M.frorn 
the  Jewish  religion  to  Christia- 
nity. 

Received  from  the  Secretary  of  the 
Dutch  Missionary  Society.] 

Levi,  the  Son  of  an  honest 
Jew,  well  known  at  Schiedam, 
tvho,  with  the  utmost  strictness 


observed  the  severe  precepts  of 
the  rabbins,  was,  as  well  as  his 
deceased  brother,  (in  a good 
sense.)  a Jewish  free  thinker ; 
having  a great  respect  for 
Moses  and  the  prophets,  but 
by  no  means  satisfied  with  the 
traditions  of  the  Talmud,  on 
which  the  brothers  often  con- 
versed together,  and  commu- 
nicated their  doubts  to  one 
another. 

Catharina,  the  daughter  of 
parents  who,  as  she  says,  are 
very  honest  and  virtuous,  but 
rather  bigotted  by  Jewish  pre- 
cepts, had  formerly  lived  as 
servant  with  some  respectable 
Portuguese  Jews,  at  whose 
house  she  first  heard  the  New 
Testament  and  Christianity 
spoken  of  as  worthy  of  some 
attention ; and  she  came  with 
her  master  and  mistress  to 
England,  where  she  got  ac- 
quainted with  some  Christian 
servants,  which  led  her  to  form 
a still  more  favourable  opinion 
of  Christianity. 

Catharina,  first  cousin  of 
Levi  and  his  brother,  having 
taken  charge  of  their  house- 
keeping, often  heard  the  bro- 
thers discourse  freely  of  several 
points  of  the  Jewish  faith,  in 
which  they  differed  from  other 
Jews,  without  being  offended, 
conducting  herself  according 
to  the  situation  in  which  she 
stood,  and  conniving  at  their 
not  observing  the  Jewish  cus- 
toms in  every  particular. 

The  brother  of  Levi  was 
very  much  indisposed,  and 
sometimes  stood  in  need  of  veal 
soup  and  other  strengthening 
things.  He  felt  the  incoave- 


* Wintle’s  Translation  of  Daniel. 
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nience  of  tbe  diet  allowed  by 
the  Jewish  Talmud  (o  those  who 
are  weak  and  sickly ; which 
strengthened  his  opinion,  that 
those  laws  could  not  be  of  God, 
as  his  laws  are  calculated  to 
promote  the  happiness  of  man- 
kind, and  not  their  misery. 
His  brother  Levi  agreed  with 
him  in  this  ; and  both  began  to 
perceive  that  the  ecclesiastical 
and  civil  laws  of  Moses  were 
only  temporary  and  local,  being 
calculated  for  Israel  in  the  hot 
climate  of  Canaan,  and  not  for 
other  climates,  where  they 
could  not  be  permanent  nor 
lasting. 

This  led  them  further  to  ex- 
amine the  nature  and  tendency 
of  the  Mosaical  dispensation, 
to  consider  the  present  state  of 
their  people,  and  to  inquire 
into  the  reason  of  their  being 
banished  out  of  Canaan  : and 
they  could  not  rest  satisfied  in 
the  answers  of  the  rabbins  on 
these  questions:  “ Why  Israel 
is  excluded  from  Canaan?  and. 
What  can  be  the  cause  that  the 
Messiah,  their  deliverer,  does 
not  come  to  the  help  of  his 
people  ?” 

The  brother  of  Levi  dying 
in  this  uncertainty,  Levi  him- 
self was  made  acquainted  with 
the  New  Testament  by  means 
of  the  surgeon  who  attended 
his  brother.  Reading  this 
divine  book,  together  with  his 
cousin  Catharina,  they  both 
felt  an  uncommon  attachment 
to  the  person  of  Jesus  of  Na- 
zareth. 

In  Levi’s  opinion,  Jesus  w as 
a great  man,  because  he  dared 
openly  to  contradict  the  Pha- 

TOL.  II. 


risees,  who  cast  a veil  over  the 
law  of  (rod,  and  defended 
their  precepts  to  the  injury  of 
the  true  faith. 

In  Catharina’s  opinion,  Jesus 
was  a minister  worthy  of  great 
esteem  for  his  excellent  morals, 
chiefly  for  his  command, 
<c  Love  your  enemies.”  Both 
formed  a favourable  opinion  of 
the  person  of  the  Redeemer  ; 
but  still  doubted  of  his  being 
the  Messiah.  For  this  reason 
they  asked  t he  person  who  gave 
them  the  New  Testament,  for 
the  Old,  which  they  had  not 
yet  read  entirely.  This  having 
obtained,  and  considered  the 
near  affinity  between  the  Old 
and  New  Testament  they  both 
concluded,  “The  Old  Testa- 
ment is  defective  without  the 
New  : and  the  New  Testament 
is  a clear  completion  of  the 
Old.”  Respecting  the  Saviour 
they  were,  and  still  remained 
doubtful  ; and  chiefly,  because 
he  himself  complained,  as  he 
hung  on  the  cross,  that  God 
had  forsaken  him,  whereas  they 
thought,  that  God  neither 
would  nor  could  forsake  the 
true  Messiah.  Being  oppressed 
with  this  burden,  and  not 
knowing  how  to  obtain  satisfac- 
tion, they  took  the  resolution  of 
going  once  to  tbe  Christian 
Church,  which  they  did,  pro- 
videntially, just  before  Easter, 
when  the  passion  of  Christ  was 
the  subject  of  discourse,  parti- 
cularly his  exclamation  on  the 
cross,  Eloi,  Eloi,  &c.  They 
now  perceived  the  cause  why 
Jesus  was  thus  left  in  his  suffer- 
ings was,  that  he  then  made 
his  soul  an  offering  for  sin,  for 
Q 
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the  sins  of  his  people.  They 
acknowledged  him  to  be  the 
Messiah,  and  sought,  to  be  in- 
structed in  the  doctrines  of 
Christianity. 

Two  ministers  of  the  Gospel 
(botli  members  and  directors  of 
the  Dutch  Missionary  Society) 
interested  themselves  on  their 
account,  and  gave  them  every 
necessary  instruction  : the  con- 
sequence of  which  was,  that 
they  made  a confession  of  the 
Christian  faith  in  the  reformed 
Church : and  were  baptized  on 
the  ninth  of  September  1799, 
which  was  the  day  of  the  feast 
of  tabernacles  among  the  J ews. 

Those  ministers  have  taught 
them,  that  the  Christian  reli- 
gion is,  in  fact,  the  same  as  the 
religion  of  Abraham,  but  more 
elucidated,  and  with  this  diffe- 
rence, that  God  in  the  time  of 
Abraham,  revealed  himself  by 
promises  and  predictions  ; but 
has  now  revealed  himself  by  his 
Son  our  Lord  Jesus  Christ,  in 
whom  he  will  be  acknowledged, 
trusted,  and  obeyed.  They 
were  glad  to  hear  that  the  God 
of  Abraham  was  the  God  of 
the  Christians,  and  that  they 
believed  in  the  same  God  as  did 
the  Jews. 

On  the  question,  w hether  it 
displeased  them  or  not  to  hear 
mentioned,  in  the  Christian 
belief,  the  Son  of  God  and  the 
Holy  Spirit,  they  answered, 
*(  No  because  they  found 
that  the  Son  of  God  and  the 
Holy  Spirit  were  plainly  men- 
tioned in  the  Old  Testament. 

Not  being  bigotted  Jews, 
they  were  ready  to  accept  the 
Gospel  doctrine,  of  the  justi- 


fication of  a sinner  before  God, 
through  faith,  without  the 
works  of  the  law. 

When  any  Jew  asked  Levi, 
if  he  had  turned  Atheist  by 
being  Christian,  he  answered, 
“ That  he  still  believed  in 
the  God  of  Abraham  and 
with  Abraham’s  faith;  but 
refused  and  forsook  the  tradi- 
tions of  men  only.”  Being  asked 
if  he  still  used  his  bed  cords,* 
his  answer  was,  “No:  that  he 
needed  them  in  the  time  he  was 
an  unenlightened  Jew;  but 
that,  since  he  was  a Christian,  he 
had  found  by  experience  the 
fulfilment  of  the  holy  promise, 
“I  will  write  my  law  in  their 
hearts.” 

Account  of  the  Conversion  of  So* 
lomon  Joseph. 

Bury  St.  Edmunds , March  12,  1803. 

The  Gospel  of  late,  in  this 
place,  has  been  attended  with 
great  success.  Accessions  to 
our  church  have  been  numerous, 
and  the  sweet  influence  of  vital 
religion  increasingly  felt  by 
us  all.  Among  other  instances, 
is  a Prussian  Jew,  of  the  name 
of  Solomon  Joseph,  who  has 
been  in  this  kingdom,  upwards 
of  thirty  years,  and  three  or  four 
of  them  resident  in  this  tow  n. 

From  the  earnest  and  repeat- 
ed intreaties  of  his  wife,  who 
is  a serious  Christian,  he  was 
induced,  near  twelve  months 
ago,  to  hear  among  us  the  glo- 
riousGospel  of  God  our  Saviour. 
The  subject  to  which  our  es- 
teemed pastor,  (the  Rev.  Chas, 

* We  suppose  by  way  of  discipline  or 
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Dew  hirst)  was  providentially 
directed  at  that  time,  was  found- 
ed on  Heb.  xiii.  10 — 13.  After 
his  first  attendance,  lie  began 
to  suspect  his  own  religion,  and 
was  influenced  to  pray  that 
“ God  Almighty  would  lead 
him  into  what  was  truth.”  From 
that  time  he  omitted  no  oppor- 
tunity of  attendance.  The  light 
he  gained  into  Christianity  was 
rapid  : especially  as  our  be- 
loved minister  was  expounding 
the  Acts  of  the  Apostles. — 
Hearing  a discourse  in  the 
month  of  January,  upon  the 
conversion  of  Lydia,  and  her 
public  profession  of  Christi- 
anity: he  waited  upon  Mr. 
Dewhirst  the  following  day,  to 
declare  what  God  had  done  for 
his  soul,  and  express  his  desire 
of  being  baptized.  The  inter- 
view was  pleasing  and  affecting ; 
the  account  which  he  gave  of 
his  conversion  was  simple,  clear, 
and  striking.  After  this,  he 
was  waited  upon  by  a number 
of  Christian  friends  at  different 
times,  who  were  more  than  sa- 
tisfied with  the  account  he  gave. 
On  the  first  Sunday  in  March 
he  was  baptized,  when,  before 
a very  numerous  and  crowded 
audience,  the  service  was  con- 
ducted in  the  following  manner : 
After  singing,  Mr.  Dewhirst  of- 
fered up  a solemn  prayer ; — 
then  delivered  an  introductory 
discourse, — after  which,  the  fol- 
lowing questions  were  proposed. 
u Solomon  Joseph,  as  your  pa- 
rents were  Jews,  and  as  you 
were  educated  in  the  Jewish 
principles,  what  induced  you 
to  embrace  the  Christian  faith  ? 
What  are  your  reasons  for  be- 


lieving that  Jesus  of  Nazareth, 
was  the  Son  of  God  ? As  you 
know,  that  you  are  a guilty 
condemned  sinner,  according 
to  the  law  of  Moses,  how  do 
you  expect  to  be  saved  ?” 

To  these  he  made  very  satis- 
factory replies,  and  was  then 
baptized,  according  to  the  mode 
used  in  the  independent  church- 
es. Immediately  after  his  bap- 
tism, he  was  unanimously  ad- 
mitted a member  of  the  church  : 
and  then  Mr.  Dewhirst  address- 
ed him,  upon  his  public  pro- 
fession of  Christianity, — the 
church  of  which  he  had  become 
a member, — and  the  surround- 
ing audience;  concluding  by 
prayer,  for  the  extension  of  the 
Redeemer’s  kingdom.  Through 
the  whole  of  the  service,  which 
was  near  two  hours,  solemnity 
filled  the  place,  and  at  parti- 
cular seasons,  the  whole  con- 
gregation was  much  affected. 

Jn  the  evening,  an  appro- 
priate sermon  was  preached, 
by  the  Rev.  W.  Hickman,  of 
W attisfield,  from  John  xxi.  15. 

ANECDOTE  OF  A JEW. 

A few  days  ago  I met  an 
aged  Jew,  with  whom  I had 
more  than  once  conversed  on 
the  things  belongingto  his  ever- 
lasting peace,  and  had  scarcely 
accosted  him,  when  he  asked 
me,  where  he  could  obtain  a 
cheap  Bible  for  a negro  youth 
of  eighteen,  whom  he  had  been 
teaching  to  read  for  three 
months  past.  I commended 
his  brotherly  love.  He  said  he 
had  been  inquiring  for  a second 
hand  Bible,  in  order  to  pur- 
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, dliase  it  for  him,  but  had  been 
informed,  that  Bibles  were 
sometimes  given  to  the  poor  by 
the  Bible  Society  ; and  that,  as 
the  black  was  shortly  to  return 
to  Jamaica,  lie  was  anxious 
for  his  being  provided  with  one 
before  he  went.  I told  him  in 
reply,  that  the  Bible  Society 
generally  sold  their  books  to 
such  persons  at  a low  price, 
and  that,  as  a new  one  would 
be  more  serviceable  to  him,  I 
would  procure  him  one  at  my 
own  expence.  He  thanked  me, 
and  made  for  answer,  that  he 
had  a Bible  in  view,  and  if  he 
could  purchase  it  at  a reason- 
able rate,  he  would  do  it  at 
his  own  cost ; but  if  not,  he 
would  accept  of  my  offer. 

Let  this  act  of  kindness  be 
recorded,  not  only  as  a memo- 
rial of  this  Jew,  but  also  as 
another  instance  of  a Jewish 
labourer  who  has  come  forward 
in  the  blessed  work  of  dispers- 
ing the  Bible  throughout  the 
globe.  May  not  Christians 
hail  it  as  the  dawn  of  that  glo- 
rious day  ready  to  burst  upon 
the  world,  when  a light  shall 
shine  from  heaven  above  the 
brightness  of  the  sun,  and 
Jewish  Evangelists  shall  again 
go  forth  to  preach  and  teach 
Jesus  Christ,  to  the  Jew  first, 
and  also  to  the  Gentile;  when 
there  shall  be  no  difference  be- 
tween the  Jew  and  the  Greek, 
the  bond  and  the  free,  but 
they  shall  be  all  one  in  Christ 
Jesus,  one  people  and  one 
language  ; one  hope ; one 
faith;  one  baptism;  onefold, 
and  one  Shepherd.  The  Lord 
hasten  it  in  his  time  ! Y. 

Feb.  1817. 


JEWS  SUBSCRIBERS  TO  BIBLE 
ASSOCIATIONS. 

[Extracted  from  the  Fourth  Annual 

Report  of  the  City  of  London  Auxi- 
liary Bible  Society  ] 

It  is  a singular  fact,  which 
deserves  renewed  attention,  that 
many  of  the  Jewish  people 
continue  to  subscribe  for  Bibles 
and  to  support  the  institution. 
To  one  of  the  Associations  there 
are  nearly  fifty  who  bring  in 
their  regular  contributions. 
Another  details  the  following 
anecdote,  which  shews  that 
some  inquiries  have  been  ex- 
cited among  the  Jewish  chil- 
dren : a An  apprentice  boy 
applied  for  a Bible,  offering  to 
subscribe  one  shilling  per 
quarter,  till  the  whole  was  dis- 
charged. He  paid  one  shilling, 
and  appeared  very  anxious  to 
have  his  Bible;  but  on  being 
told  that  the  money  must  be  paid 
before  the  book  could  be  deli- 
vered, he  soon  after  brought 
the  remainder  of  the  sum,  say- 
jng,  that  as  his  master  had 
given  him  a Christmas  box  he 
thought  he  could  not  spend  it 
better.  On  being  asked  whe- 
ther he  was  not  a Jew,  he  an- 
swered in  the  affirmative.  He 
was  questioned  as  to  his  belief 
in  the  New  Testament,  but 
replied,  that  though  he  did  not 
believe  it,  he  felt  an  earnest 
desire  to  read  ihe  history  which 
it  contained. 

Notwithstanding  the  zealous 
attempts  of  the  Christian  world 
to  promote  Christianity  among 
the  Jewish  nation  have  hitherto 
been  marked  with  little  success, 
yet  the  recovery  of  that  ancient 
people  is  a distinguished  topic 
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in  the  Holy  Scriptures,  and  a 
frequent  (heme  of  prophecy. 
Each  revolving  year  must  there- 
fore bring  the  event  nearer,  and 
perhaps  it  is  an  honour  reserved 
chiefly  for  the  volume  of  in- 
spiration, that  its  general  diffu- 
sion among  the  seed  of  Abraham, 
in  common  with  other  means  of 
instruction,  and  accompanied 
with  that  influence  which  shall 
rend  the  veil  from  their  under- 
standings, and  soften  the  obdu- 
racy. of  their  hearts,  shall  be 
principally  instrumental  in 
bringing  them  to  embrace  that 
Messiah,  whom  their  fathers 
rejected  and  crucified. 


EXTRACT  OF  A LETTER  FROM 
TRIESTE. 

[ Taken  from  the  Evangelical  Magazine 
for  December,  1816.] 

I have  'been  the  unworthy 
instrument  of  putting  into  the 
hands  of  many,  both  Jews  and 
nominal  Christians,  the  extracts 
of  the  scriptures  and  tracts  with 
which  you  was  so  kind  as  to 
favour  me.  My  short  stay  in 
the  lazaretto*  (at  Leghorn) 
afforded  me  an  opportunity  of 
doing  this  in  a limited  way; 
for  it  so  happened,  that  we 
were  placed  with  persons  of 
both  denominations.  To  the 
Jews,  of  whom  there  were 
eight  or  ten,  [ gave  each  an 
Hebrew  tract  ; and  upon  find- 
ing they  approved  of  the  con- 
tents, I gave  each  of  them  a 
copy  of  St.  Paul’s  epistle  to 
the  Romans,  and  the  Gospel  of 

* Where  all  persons  without  distinc- 
tion are  put  under  quarantine  on  their 
lauding. 


St.  John.  They  expressed 
their  sincere  thanks  for  the  gift, 
and  even  offered  to  pay  me  for 
them  ; and  you  cannot  conceive 
their  astonishment  when  I de- 
clined receiving  any  money  for 
them,  stating,  that  they  were 
the  gift  of  a Society  of  Chris- 
tians, whose  end  was  answered 
by  the  good  they  hoped  would 
result  from  their  endeavours  to 
convince  them  of  the  truth  of 
our  religion.  They  had  been 
taught  to  believe  far  otherwise ; 
but  remarked,  that  they  had 
always  understood  the  English 
Christians  were  the  best. 

As  soon  as  I was  admitted 
to  pratique, + and  had  adjusted 
my  concerns,  I thought  it 
might  be  beneficial  to  go  to  the 
Jews’  synagogue.  I accord- 
ingly went  there  on  their  Sab- 
bath, and  obtained  an  inter- 
view with  some  of  their  learned 
men.  Here,  however,  I did 
not  meet  with  such  good  suc- 
cess. I was  told  that  they  were 
qui(e  satisfied  with  their  own 
religion,  so  much  so,  that  they 
did  not  wish  to  see  any  books 
that  might  tend  to  shake  their 
present  belief.  Seeing  them 
so  blinded  by  prejudice,  I en- 
quired if  1 might  see  the  Rabbi; 
they  replied  that  I might  see 
him,  but  that  it  was  of  no  use 
to  give  him  any  of  the  tracts, 
for  he  was  a very  learned  man, 
and  had  by  his  arguments,  con- 
vinced one  Christian  that  the 
Messiah  is  yet  to  come.  I 
could  not  help  pitying  their 
extreme  obstinacy,  and  parted 
with  them,  stating  the  purity 


+ Liberated  from  quarantine. 
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of  my  intentions,  and  that  it 
was  the  hope  of  every  sincere 
Christian  that  the  time  is  near 
at  hand  when  they  would  be 
brought  into  Christ’s  fold  : to 
this  they  replied,  that  they 
thought  we  might  be  friends 
without  introducing  the  subject 
of  religion. 

ILLUSTRATIONS  OF  SCRIPTURE. 

Call  the  Sabbath  a delight. 
Isaiah  lviii.  13. 

In  honour  of  the  sabbath  the 
Jews  are  accustomed  to  light 
and  burn  a lamp,  which  they 
call  the  lamp  of  the  Sabbath. 

‘The  rest  of  the  Sabbath 
began  on  Friday  in  the  evening 
half  an  hour  before  sun- set. 
They  then  light  a candle  of 
four  wicks,  which  burns  part 
of  the  night,  and  this  is  one  of 
the  ceremonies,  which  they 
observe  with  the  greatest  exact- 
ness. The  poor  are  obliged  to 
beg  to  get  oil,  or  to  deprive 
themselves  of  sustenance,  ra- 
ther than  fail  to  have  a lamp 
burning  in  their  houses,  because 
tli at  is  necessary  for  the  delight 
of  the  Sabbath , mentioned  by 
the  prophet  Isaiah.’  Basnage's 
History  of  the  Jews. 

The  account  which  Levi 
gives  of  this  custom  in  his  Rites 
and  Ceremonies  of  the  Jews  is 
rather  different  from  the  fore- 
going, but  is  on  the  whole  more 
particular  and  satisfactory. 
He  says,  ‘As  soon  as  the  sab- 
bath is  begun,  they  are  obliged 
to  leave  all  manner  of  work, 
and,  after  having  cleansed  them- 
selves in  honour  of  the  Sabbath, 
go  to  the  synagogue  to  the  even- 


ing service  of  the  Sabbath,  and 
the  women  are  bound  to  light 
a lamp  with  seven  cotton  wicks, 
in  remembrance  of  the  days  of 
the  week,  saying  the  following 
grace  : ‘Blessed  art  thou,  O Lord 
our  God,  King  of  the  universe, 
who  hast  sanctified  us  with  thy 
commandments,  and  command- 
ed us  to  light  the  lamp  of  the 
Sabbath.’  This  ceremony  of 
lighting  the  lamp  of  the  Sab- 
bath, is  invariably  assigned  to 
the  women,  the  reason  of  which 
is,  that  as  their  original  mother, 
by  her  crime  in  eating  of  the 
forbidden  fruit,  first  extinguish- 
ed the  lamp  of  righteousness, 
they  are  to  make  an  atonement 
for  that  crime  by  rekindling  it 
in  lighting  the  lamp  of  the 
Sabbath. 

Put  the  skin  of  the  kids  of 
the  goats.  Genesis  xxvii.  16. 

It  is  observed  by  Bochart, 
that  in  the  eastern  countries 
goats’-hair  was  very  like  to  that 
of  men,  so  that  Isaac  might  very 
easily  be  deceived,  when  his 
eyes  were  dim,  and  bis  feeling 
no  less  decayed  than  his  sight. 

Dew  of  heaven.  Genesis 
xxvii.  39. 

Egypt,  says  M.  Savary, 
would  be  uninhabitable  did  not 
the  nocturnal  dews  restore  life  , 
to  vegetables.  These  dews  arc 
so  copious,  especially  in  sum- 
mer, that  the  earth  is  deeply 
soaked  with  them,  so  that  in 
the  morning  one  would  imagine 
that  rain  had  fallen  during  the 
night.  This  is  the  reason  why 
the  scripture  promises  the  Isra- 
elites, who  inhabited  a climate 
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pretty  similar  to  that  of  Egypt, 
the  clew  of  heaven  as  a signal 
favour. 

Wherefore  when  he  cometh 
into  the  world , he  saith , Sacri- 
fice and  offering  thou  wouldest 
not , but  a body  hast  thou  pre- 
pared me.  Heb.  x.  5. 

Sacrifice  and  offering  thou 
didst  not  desire , but  mine  ears 
hast  thou  opened.  Psalm  xl.  6. 

The  Jewish  writers  under- 
stand the  boring,  or  opening 
the  ear,  to  import  obedience  to 
the  divine  precepts;  which  in 
itself,  and  as  it  is  here  in  the 
Psalmist,  is  more  valuable  than 
sacrifices  in  the  sight  of  God. 
But  this  will  receive  a farther 
illustration,  if  we  reflect  upon 
a passage  in  the  law  of  Moses. 
It  was  provided  by  that  law, 
that  the  Hebrew  servant  should 
be  set  at  liberty  in  the  seventh 
year.  But  if  it  happened  that 
a servant  loved  his  master  and 
refused  his  liberty,  his  master, 
after  he  had  brought  him  to  the 
judges,  was  obliged  to  bore  his 
servant’s  ear  with  an  awl,  who 
was  thereupon  obliged  to  serve 
him  for  ever.  This  boring  of 
the  ear  was  a mark  of  servitude 
and  obedience.  He  was  marked 
as  his  servant,  and  received  in 
his  body  (which  was  at  his  mas- 
ter’s disposal,)  this  token  of  his 
subjection.  And  this  was  very 
fitly  done  by  boring  the  ear, 
because  the  servant  is  obliged 
to  have  his  ear  open  to  his  mas- 
ter’s commands ; and  to  hear , 
(which  we  do  by  the  ear)  and 
to  obey,  is  in  the  Hebrew  tongue 
expressed  by  one  and  the  same 


word.  A body  hast  thou  pre- 
pared  me,  imports  the  same 
sense  as,  Mine  cars  hast  thou 
opened.  To  this  purpose  it  is 
to  be  considered,  not  only  that 
the  body  is  only  capable  of 
servitude,  and  of  receiving  the 
marks  and  characters  of  it;  but 
also  that  the  Greek  word  <TU>(A.Xy 
i.  e.  body,  used  here  by  the  au- 
thor of  this  epistle,  imports, 
among  the  ancient  Jewish  wri- 
ters, as  much  as  a servant,  or 
captive,  who  is  altogether  at 
the  beck  and  will  of  his  Lord. 
Thus  we  read  in  the  book  of 
Tobit,  that  Raguel  gave  unto 
Tobias,  his  wife  Sarah,  and  half 
his  goods,  ivuxlx,  i.  e.  servants, 
and  cattle,  and  money.  The 
author  of  the  book  of  Maccabees 
tells  us,  thatNicanor  proclaim- 
ed a sale,  luSxixijv  i.  e.  of 

the  captive  Jews  ; and  that  he 
promised  ninety  aufxx lx9  i.  e. 
bod  ies,  or  servants,  for  one  talent. 
Josephus,  the  Jewish  historian, 
mentions  an  edict  of  Ptolomaeus 
Philadelphus,  in  favour  of  the 
Jews,  where  he  mentions  the 
aui^xix  xixixethcJJxy  that  is,  the 
captive  servants  taken  from 
Judea  in  his  father’s  time;  and 
declares  what  should  be  given, 
by  way  of  ransom,  vnlp 
mux j@*9  i.  e.  for  each  captive, 
or  servant.  Agreeably  here- 
unto, we  render  by  slaves ; 

and  St. Paul,  speaking  of  Christ’s 
incarnation,  tells  us,  he  took 
upon  him  the  form  of  a servant. 
And,  a body  hast  thou  pre- 
pared me,  is  an  expression 
very  agreeable  to  this  state  or 
condition  of  a servant. 
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CONTRIBUTIONS  TO  THE  LONDON  SOCIETY. 


AUXILIARIES. 

Dublin  - remitted  by  Rev^Dr.  Thorpe 
Edinburgh 


Huddersfield 

Newark 


Beverley  - 
Clapton  and  Hackney 
Fenlake  - 
Helstone  *■ 

Kirkwall  - 
Tutbury  - 


30  0 

Dr.  Buchanan  ; .....  G1  11 

B.  Allen,  Esq 15  4 

J.  Dyson,  Esq 9 14 

PENNY  SOCIETIES. 

Rev.  J.  Mather  9 0 

Mrs.  J.  G.  Barker,  Half  year  5 1 

Mrs.  Bedford 3 15 

Miss  K.  F.  Trevenen 10  0 

Rev.  W.  Brodfoot  8 8 

J.  Bennett,  Esq 21  7 


HEBREW  TESTAMENT. 

Collected  at  Lectures  atBentinck  Chapel,  after  Sermons  preached 
on  the  Third  Thursday  in  the  month,  by  the  Rev.  B.  Woodd, 
J.  Bull,  J.  Mann,  A.  M.  Simkins,  W.  Fancourt,  and  I.  Holmes, 

(by  Westminster  Auxiliary)  23  17  6 

Deduct  Expences  0 19  6 


Edinburgh 


Do. 


Buchanan,  Rev.  Dr 
Do.  Mrs. 

Lady,  by  do 

Wigan  Auxiliary  Society,  per  S 


22 

3 

3 

2 


BENEFACTIONS  AND  DONATIONS. 


Abercrombie,  Mrs.  Edinburgh,  per  Rev.  Dr.  Buchanan 

Bog,  Mrs.  do.  per  do 1 

Collingham  and  Langford  Bible,  Church  Missionary,  and  Jews’ 

Association,  by  Rev.  J.  Mayor,  2nd  year  18 

Duncan,  Mr.  Edinburgh,  per  Rev.  Dr.  Buchanan  1 

Ferguson,  Mrs.  do.  per  do 2 

Friend,  per  Hoare 20 

Lady,  Edinburgh,  per  Rev.  Dr.  Buchanan  /..  2 

Lady,  do.  per  Mr.  Yule,  per  do 

Parminter,  Miss,  La-ronde,  near  Exeter 

Slater;  John,  Esq.  Birmingham,  per  H.  C.  Christian, 

Sundry  Contributions,  per  Rev.  J.  H.  Dickenson  

Do.  per  Messrs.  Oliphant  and  Waugh,  Edinburgh 

Sprote,  Mrs.  per  Rev.  Dr.  Buchanan 

Way,  Lady,  per  ditto 

Way,  Sir  G.  ditto  


Esq. 


Brown,  Esq 4 


3 3 


3 

30 

5 

2 

15 

3 

1 


LEGACIES. 

20  0 

Buchanan 10  0 


Lady,  per  R.  Dundas,  Esq. . 

Nasmith,  Miss,  per  Rev.  Dr 

Miss  Harris,  of  Tregarick,  Helstone,  begun  her  Annual  Subscription  of  Ten 
Shillings  in  1815,  but  as  she  did  not  pay  it  till  April,  it  was  not  specified 
in  the  accounts  of  the  Parent  Society. 

The  Editors  have  to  apologize  to  Miss  Taylor,  and  the  Manchester  Ladies’ 
Committee,  for  the  mistake  by  which  their  last  remittance  of  £ 86.  16a. 
for  the  Female  Department,  was  entered  as  remitted  by  Mrs.  J.  Dixon;  it 
ought  to  have  been  entered  as  remitted  by  Mrs.  Edensor  and  Miss  Holme. 
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